Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
Jan/Feb 2020 –Spring Edition
From the Editor
Greetings to one and all as we start the year with the first edition of the Newsletter. And some big anniversaries this
year – 100th anniversary for WI, 80th anniversary for the Horticultural Society, 75th anniversary of VE Day and even
the 40th May Day event. Lots to look forward to.
At this time of year, I publish an updated list of community organisations (page 6) – as a reminder to long standing
residents as well as to new residents. It always surprises me when I read the growing list – so much going on in our
hamlet. If you need more information regarding any of these organisations please contact them directly, however if
you are aware of any errors or omissions let me know and I will rectify the situation in the next edition.
Sone new additions to welcome to the Village. We’d like to welcome in Lois Weedon John and Georgina who
moved into Holly Tree Cottage, Matt Wright who now lives in Kettle End and in Weston, welcome to Kevan and
Cheryl Smith (yes, another one!!).
We also had some sad news at the end of last year. Former long time resident of Lois Weedon, Margaret Hinton
passed away. We send our condolences to her family.
New voluntary bus service is being considered. See page 4 for details. Survey of interest on page 5.
And a BIG reminder, the Drama Group have revived their tradition of pantomime at this time of year with a
production of “Cinderella” – details on the back page. – “Oh yes we are !!!”
The next edition of the newsletter will be in mid-March 2020 and all material for that edition should with me by
Sunday, 23rd February 2020.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327-860626)
Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary
(For details of some events and other activities - see inside the newsletter)
Every 2nd Tues
st

Film Club, Lois Weedon Village Hall – 7:30pm for 7:45 start – See page 7 for details (www.wlwfilmclub.co.uk)

1 Wed of the month

Lois Weedon & Weston WI – see Village Website for programme details

Mon., Jan 27

Parish Council – 8:00pm. Baptist Chapel – Members of the public are welcome

Fri/Sat., Feb 7 & 8

Weston & Lois Weedon Drama Group – Cinderella – Details on back page

Sat., May 9

May Day Country Fair – Note the change of date this year!!! – Contact Paul Smith for details on how you can help.

Christmas Carol Singing
What a marvelous turn-out on both nights back in December. We raised over £360. What an outstanding result and
such wonderful singing.
Our special thanks to Liz and Steve for providing wonderful sustenance half way through our singing on Thursday
night and also to the Landlord and staff at the Crown for their hospitality and of course to Vicki who was our
wonderful hostess on Tuesday
A merry Christmas to one and all and if you enjoyed all the singing let’s do it again next year !!!
Mike Streten

WEA - WESTON BRANCH - WESTON CHAPEL.
'GREAT PAINTINGS IN TIMES OF MASSIVE SOCIAL UPHEAVAL'.
9 sessions, starting 15th January - 11th March -2pm - 3.30pm. fee £54.
This is an illustrated Art/History course looking at the Dutch Golden Age, centered on the great
works of Rembrandt. Also examined is life in Renaissance Italy, the driving forces behind it the
rivalries and even wars between City States and the paintings of Botticelli, Leonardo, Raphael,
Michelangelo, Titian and others who flourished as artists at that time.
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Parish Council News
Here is a summary of the recent Parish Council meeting. Full minutes are posted on the Village Notice Boards and
on the Village website.
Statutory meeting held on Monday 25th November 2019 at 8.00pm in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Present were 6 councillors and the clerk. Apologies were received from 1 councilor. Mr Nigel Hinch of Ability
Northants Community Transport also attended.
Matters discussed:
Ability Northants Community Transport. Mr. Hinch described the organisation’s activities providing a
community bus service in and around the county. Details can be seen on www.abilitycic.org.uk. Mr Hinch
explained that his organisation was seeking funding support to extend the service locally. The councillors agreed to
investigate the possible demand for a community bus service in the parish. Cllr. Smith will put an article in the
newsletter and ask for responses from those who may be interested in using such a service. The Clerk will find out
the views of neighbouring parishes. The scheme introduced at the Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch.
Planning:

S/2019/1998/TPO: Felling of damaged cedar tree at The Old Manse, Weston. No objection.
S/2019/2314/TCA: Tree work at The Cottage, 8A, High Street, Weston. For information only.

Finance: 2019/20 accounts and budget were presented and accepted.
Local Community Grant (New Homes Bonus) Update: Two possible new projects (tree and hedge work on the
approach to Weston from Weedon Lois, and new chairs for the Village Hall) had been proposed, but the council has
been informed that SNC are not currently accepting any new requests for grants. These projects will be resubmitted
if funds become available next year.
VAT: A claim for VAT paid to date this year has been submitted to HMRC.
Payments were approved for grass cutting in the Millennium Field (CGM), E.On (supply for street lighting),
firework display (OC Industries), replacement defibrillator accessory bag and for the Clerk’s salary. It was noted that
the expenditure on fireworks was covered by donations from the May Day fund and private donations.
2020/21 budget It was agreed that proposals for the budget and precept will be considered at the January meeting
Election: There will be a Parish Council election in May 2020 if more than seven candidates are nominated. Details
of the nomination process will be advertised in the newsletter
Millennium Field Rent This had not been increased since 2015. It was unanimously agreed that the rent paid to the
Horticultural Society by the Parish Council for the year ending March 2020 should be increased in line with the
Retail Price Index . It was further agreed that the rent should next be reviewed in March 2020 on the basis of the most
recent annual RPI increase information at that time, and that the rent should then be reviewed every year in future,
instead of every five years as stipulated in the original contract. The contract between the Horticultural Society and
Parish Council will be amended to reflect this. It was also agreed St. Loys school should be approached to consider
a commensurate agreement about the rent paid by the school for their use of the field.
Village Anniversaries Celebrations: Following a letter from a resident in September, the Council noted that the
various organisations with important anniversaries in 2020 were organising their individual events to celebrate.
Parish Council involvement will be considered as appropriate.
Next meeting of the Parish Council will take place at the Weston Baptist Chapel on Monday 27th January 2020
Ken Power, Parish Clerk,
Tel: 01327 860054 (e-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com )
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Parish News
If you are reading this as a printed hard copy, then you are in a select group of valued members of our community for
whom I am happy to continue printing the newsletter. However, the majority of our community are now happy and
willing to receive a “paperless” newsletter by email and so if you would also like to go “paperless” then just send me
an email and I’ll stop trudging up your driveway to deliver. Also, if you know of anyone outside the Village who
would like to receive the Newsletter just let me have their details (email only).
As both Newsletter Editor and a Parish Councillor, I receive a regular stream of information from sources such as
South Northants Council, Northamptonshire County Council, The Highways Department as well as companies and
organisations advertising products and services. A lot of this material is irrelevant but a fair chunk of it will be of
interest to the community. So along with the full editions every 2 months, there are regular updates, keeping
everyone as informed as possible. If you would like to receive this information and you are not already on my “News
for the Parish” distribution list then email me at loisweedonpaul@gmail.com and I’ll add you to the list
Paul Smith.

Village Hall Fundraising
On behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee, I would like to thank everyone who supported our hall
throughout the year. Thank-you to all those who used our local Christmas Card Delivery service and kindly gave a
donation. We raised £197 for Village Hall funds and following the success of previous years, we ran a Christmas
Market on December 7th, which raised £314.50 and a Christmas Hamper Raffle which raised £250.
So a total of £761.50 was raised by our Christmas activities.

Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
December (2019)
Clyde Burbidge
35
Jill Jones
64
Gill Milner
88

January (2020)
Jenny Field
14
Liz Carpenter
81
William Hunt
150

The lottery is drawn once per month at the WI meeting. Prizes are £25, £10, £5.
We still have lottery numbers available.
Rachel Smith (01327 860626)
E-mail: rachel.k.smith4@gmail.com
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Old Manse is restored.
We would like to thank all the people who helped us both on the day of the fire and in the
following months. It was heart-warming to receive such kindness; the good wishes and
practical assistance were very much appreciated.
Mike and Lesley Franklin

Lois Weedon & Weston May Day Country Fair – Saturday May 9th, 2020
As most of you will know, the Government have decided to mark the 75 th Anniversary of VE Day by moving the first
May bank holiday to Friday, May 8th. Our community May Day Country Fair has always been on the first Bank
Holiday Monday, which gives us the whole of the preceding week-end to prepare. So things will have to be a little
bit different this year. We plan to work with the British Legion and the Parish Council and make the whole week-end
one of celebration for all the various reasons. (It’s will be the 40 th May Day too). We understand that there is an
event planned for the Friday – the actual VE Day commemoration – and then the May Day Country Fair will take
place on the Saturday – Great Weston 5-Mile Race, Crowning of the May Queen, Maypole dancing and all the usual
attractions.
More information will be published in forthcoming Newsletters, Facebook and website, including appeals for help. If
you want to get involved, in any way, please contact me.
Paul Smith, Chairman, May Day organising Committee
8 Vicarage Rise (01327 860626), Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com
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The Wobblers
Cyclists, former cyclists and those who would just like to give it a go. Weedon Lois & Weston have a cycle club
known as The Wobblers (in some cases appropriate).
We meet to cycle the lanes & byways around us. Rides vary in length from 10 to 30 miles generally and take
between 1 & 2 hours. We do a few special rides which are a bit longer. The Wobblers is not a formal club and you
can turn up as often as suits you. The only qualification is to have access to a bike (this is mandatory). If you haven't
been before, come and give it a try, it's a great way to socialise, see new bits of the beautiful countryside around us
and get a bit of exercise.
The Wobblers is among the most attended clubs in the villages. The age range of our group has been from 2 to 76.
Over the last nine years we have had over 50 different people participate and have clocked up more than 68,000 miles
between us.
If you want to give it a go, we meet outside the Crown (and usually finish inside the Crown) Mondays 6.00pm
(except bank holidays which are Tuesday 6.00pm), Saturdays 9.30am.
Our season starts in the middle of March and continues until the end of October, a total of approx. 60 rides per year.
If you are planning to ride in next year’s Tour de France the Wobblers is not for you, but if you fancy a bit of fun
exercise come and give us a try.
If you want any further information please give me a call –

Ric Harkin 01327 860945

Ability Northants
The following is an extract from the Greens Norton Newsletter by Darrel Ince, introducing a Community bus service.
The Parish Council is considering adding our support to this scheme and welcome feedback from our parishioners.
Rural communities are finding real problems with public transport. In the middle of the last century there was easy
access to both rail and bus routes-unfortunately this is no longer true.
Ability Northants is a bus transport company that operates throughout South Northants. The company was set up in
mid-2018 and started operating by the beginning of 2019. Along with several volunteers they operate two 14-seater
minibuses and the popularity of what they are doing has meant that they are in the process of buying a third bus.
The BBC highlighted a recently published study that discovered that over 3,000 bus routes had been cut over the past
decade. You can find it at www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-50166423
ABILITY is a ‘not for profit’ community interest company. Such companies have important features which
safeguard their social purpose. For example, all their assets must be used for a community purpose only.
They have three levels of service (currently running 5 days per week – Monday to Friday):
 Gold currently costs £48 a year for joint members and £36 for single members
 Silver is £36 joint members and £24 single members
 Basic membership is free, but with no access to the special outings.
The level of membership determines the facilities that you can access, for example Gold members can be picked up at
home, while Silver members are picked up at local pick up points, basic members are picked up at a bus stop
ABILITY accept Fare Paying Passengers and Concessionary Bus Passes, customers range in age from 0-99: 90% of
their current passengers have bus passes with their oldest passenger being 99!
In South Northants they are currently covering many villages; for example Greens Norton, Shutlanger, Stroke
Bruerne, Paulerspury, Roade, Blisworth, Towcester, Hunsbury, Northampton, Whittlebury and many more.
The destinations vary; Towcester, Northampton, Brackley and Banbury are four examples. They also do other
destinations based on demand. Special trips and community group outings can be arranged on request.
A few comments from current users:






Availability, absolutely fantastic, a new lease of life!
The ABILITY service has offered a lifeline to us, it gives us freedom and independence. The drivers are thoughtful and kind
and help in any way they can.
It gives us the freedom and ability to travel outside of 4 walls and meet people.
It’s priceless to me and I love how we are so cared for.
We are very grateful to have this service, otherwise we would not be able to go shopping, appointments or visit friends.

More information can be found on: www.abilitycic.org.uk..
We also have leaflets.
Contact: Paul Smith (01327-860626). Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com
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Transport Needs Questionnaire
The Parish Council is assessing unmet transport needs for the area. To assess those needs in detail we would like your response
to the following questions. The aim of this survey is to try to better assess the levels of demand and the types of transport
required. All information collected will be on an anonymous basis and will be treated in confidence.
☐
☐
☐

Once a month
Once a fortnight
1-2 times a week

How often do you need to travel to access services
or social activities each week?

Other (please explain):
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Shopping
Doctor/medical appointment
Visiting family and friends
Day centre
Group activity

Which services in do you access currently or would
like to access regularly? Please tick all that apply.

Other (please explain):

Do you have any difficulty traveling to your place
of work e.g. non-regular shift patterns or noncompatible/accessible local bus services?

Yes
☐
If yes, please explain:

☐

Yes

No

☐

Taxi
Train
Bus
Community car scheme
I rely on friends/family

What method/methods of transport do you
currently use? Please tick all that apply.

☐

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Early morning (before 9:00)
Morning (9:00 – 12:00)
Afternoon (13:00 – 17:00)
Early evening (17:00 – 19:00)
Night time (after 19:00)

What times of day do you require regular general
travel? Please tick all that apply.

Do you require travel at weekends?

No

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

Other (please explain):

What travel needs do you have which make it
difficult to access public transport?

I am a wheelchair user
I travel with a carer
I travel with a guide dog
I’m unable to walk more than 200m
without help

☐
☐
☐
☐

Other (please explain):

In order to gain an understanding of the
needs/requirements of potential service users, we
would appreciate you telling us your age range:

18 - 30 ☐ 31 - 40 ☐ 41 - 50 ☐
51 - 60 ☐ 61 - 70 ☐ 71 - 80 ☐ 80+ ☐

Thank you for taking part in the survey. Please return the survey to:
Ken Power, 5 The Paddock, Lois Weedon Tel: 01327 860054 (e-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com )
Separate copies of the survey document are available on request from Paul Smith
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Summary of Village Organisations and Key Events (2020)
For such a small community, there is always a wealth of activity going on. I publish this list each year for the benefit of
newcomers to the Village (and those who have short memories). Let me know if I’ve forgotten anyone [Ed]
Parish Council. The elected representatives of our local government meet every two months in the Weston Baptist Chapel to
deal with any planning applications or local issues relating to the parish. There are 7 councillors and their proceedings are
summarised in this Newsletter and on the website. Clerk: Ken Power (01327 860054)
Parish Website: Up to date source of all Village Information. www.westonandweedonloispc.org.uk . Webmaster: Frank Hunter
Parish Church. Part of the Astwell Group of parishes along with Helmdon, Wappenham, Whitfield, Syresham and Radstone.
Awaiting new Rector (interregnum)
Friends of Lois Weedon Church. An organisation devoted to the support and upkeep of the local church.
Contact: Lady Sue Greenaway, Chairman. (01327 860472)
Weston Congregation of the Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship. The Weston Baptists are combined with Helmdon and
Towcester in the Tove Valley Fellowship. Contact Rosemary Gulliver (01295 760720). See www.tvbf.co.uk
The Plumpton Trust - An organisation devoted to the support and upkeep of Plumpton church.
Contact: James Miller (01327 861159)
Neighbourhood Watch. Coordinated by Colin Atkins (01295 768769)
Voluntary Car Scheme. A group of volunteer drivers who take locals to various appointments by arrangement.
The costs are subsidised by donations, grants and local fund raising. Contact: Mrs Jenny Wilde (01327 860487)
May Day Committee. A group of volunteers from within the Village who organise and run the annual country fair each May
Day Bank Holiday. The funds from this event are shared out among village organisations, according to need. If you would like
to get involved, contact Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Weston and Lois Weedon Drama Club. A group whose numbers vary with each successive production. Having started in
1998, they have successfully produced 38 “theatrical events” to date, including pantomime, comedy, drama and musicals.
Contact: Jonathan Carpenter (01295 768120), www.wlwdrama.co.uk
Lois Weedon Flower Club. Meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the village hall. Meetings include demonstrations and
visits. New members are always welcome. Contact: Margaret Seckington (01295 760487)
Weston and Weedon Horticultural Society. The Society organise the annual flower and produce show in Lois Weedon,.
Details of show in Summer Newsletter – for other events see diary. Contact: Graham Ellis (01295 768570)
Lois Weedon and Weston Women’s Institute. (W.I.) is a very active group, meeting on the first Wednesday of every month
with guest speaker and other special events. Contact: Sue Taylor, President (01327 261212)
Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall. This amenity is central to both villages within the community and is used for many of
the events and provides facilities for many of the clubs and organisations within the Village. It is run by the Village Hall
Trustees whose Management Committee comprises members of the WI committee.
To book the hall for events, contact Administrator, Paul Smith (01327 860626).
Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club. Meets every 2nd Tuesday in the Village Hall to show a range of contemporary or classic
films. Contact: Jonathan Staples (01295 768908) or Trevor George (01295 768699) www.wlwfilmclub.co.uk
St Loys Pre School is located in St Loys School. Contact the School: 01327 860539
St Loys CEVA Primary School. A recently extended facility with a very popular and successful staff. Also Friends of St Loys
who run fund-raising events in support of the School. (For either organisations contact the School: 01327 860539)
Bell-Ringers. A keen bunch of ringers practice on Wednesdays and then perform Sunday mornings and on special occasions and
are always looking for new recruits. Contact: Dave & Joy Kirkham (01327 860372)
Lois Weedon & Weston Newsletter. Produced once every two months and funded purely by donation. Emailed locally and
printed copies delivered in Weston, Lois Weedon and Plumpton. There is also a list of email “export” recipients – typically
living elsewhere, eager to keep in touch. Contributions are always welcome. Contact: Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Bonfire Night – November 5th celebration with fireworks, hot dogs, hot soup and a big bonfire! (Always on Nov 5, it’s the law.)
Open Gardens – in the Summer, some of the most beautiful and prolific gardens are open for public view
Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – A regular event in December each year for women over 60 and men over 65 (partners are
invited as well). Contact Ivor Jones for details (01327 860675)
Tove Valley Superfast Broadband – Community Broadband system, installed and supported by local volunteers and serving
the villages of Abthorpe, Bradden, Slapton, Wappenham, Lois Weedon, Weston, parts of Helmdon and gradually extending to
other communities. For details on how to register, check website www.tovevalley.com
The Wobblers – Local cyclists who meet twice a week outside the pub at Weston (Saturday 9:30am and Monday 6:00pm) and
cycle for 1 to 2 hours. Everyone is welcome. (Group organiser: Ric Harkin 01327 860945)
Weston & Lois Weedon Wine Club - Meet in the Baptist Chapel on the second Thursday of the month at 8pm (except August).
Contact Derek Boughton for details, 01327 860006 (No prior experience required)
Crown Inn. Our local hostelry and B&B (01295 760310)
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Join us for the second half of our Film Club season with another great selection of films nominated by our Members to take us
from the dark days of winter through to the brighter evenings of spring.
It's never too late to join us. Entry is just £5 to watch your first film, then £2 admission per film for the rest of our season. You
are welcome to bring along a friend (or two!) for a further £3 each. The club is open to anyone in Weston, Lois Weedon and the
surrounding villages. We are non-profit-making – after paying for Village Hall hire and our annual MPLC licence, any surplus
money is ploughed back into buying refreshments and improving the overall Film Club experience.

EVENT NIGHTS DIARY – January to March 2020
th

Tue Jan 14 7.45pm: “Blinded by the Light” 2019, comedy/drama/music 1hr 58m, Cert 12A
In England in 1987, a teenager from an Asian family learns to live his life, understand his family and find his own
voice through the music of American rock star Bruce Springsteen.
Stars: Billy Barratt, Ronak Singh Chadha Berges. IMDb rating: 6.9, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 91%
th

Tue Jan 28 7.45pm: “Burn, Burn, Burn” 2015, Comedy/Drama, 1hr 46, Cert 15
Following the death of their friend, two girls in their late twenties embark on a road trip to spread his ashes. Seph and
Alex take turns driving. Dan is in the glove compartment, in tupperware, decreasing in volume as the trip progresses.
Stars: Laura Carmichael, Eleanor Matsuura, Chloe Pirrie. IMDb rating: 7.0, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 92%
th

Tue Feb 11 7.45pm: “The Children Act” 2017, Drama, 1hr 45, Cert 12A
As her marriage crumbles, a judge must decide a case involving a teenage boy who is refusing a blood transfusion
on religious principle.
Stars: Emma Thompson, Stanley Tucci, Ben Chaplin. IMDb rating: 6.7, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 73%
th

Tue Feb 25 7.45pm: “Victoria and Abdul” 2017, Biography/Drama/History, 1hr 51, Cert PG
Queen Victoria strikes up an unlikely friendship with a young Indian clerk named Abdul Karim.
Stars: Judi Dench, Ali Fazal, Tim Pigott-Smith. IMDb rating: 6.8, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 68%
th

Tue Mar 10 7.45pm: “Wild Rose” 2018, crime/drama, 1hr 41m, Cert 15
A troubled young Glaswegian woman dreams of becoming a Nashville country star.
Stars: Jessie Buckley, Matt Costello, Jane Patterson. IMDb rating: 7.2, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 93%
th

Tue Mar 24 7.45pm: “The Good Liar” 2019, Drama/Thriller, 1hr 49, Cert 15 *Subject to DVD release!
Consummate con man Roy Courtnay has set his sights on his latest mark: the recently widowed Betty McLeish,
worth millions. But this time, what should have been a simple swindle escalates into a cat-and-mouse game with the
ultimate stakes.
Stars: Ian McKellen, Helen Mirren. IMDb rating: 6.5, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 86%

You can always check films and dates on our website: www.wlwfilmclub.co.uk
Trevor & Jonathan, Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club

Poppy Appeal October 2019 - November 2019
After receiving all the expected contributions and completing the paperwork for the last Poppy Appeal, I am pleased to inform
you that the amount collected this year to date is £5,018.23. This is down on last year’s final figure of £5,833.51. However, this
figure did include a boost contribution for the dinner held to celebrate the 75 th Anniversary of the DD Landings and in the honour
of Ernie Wheeler.
In May 2020 we will be celebrating the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII in Europe. We are very hopefully of exceeding last
year’s figure with fund raising events to mark this event.
A big thank you to all my Poppy Appeal collectors who turn out every year to knock on doors and encourage more contributions
in all weathers, to the Parochial Church Councils in our district who have contributed their Remembrance Service collections to
our appeal, the many personal donations and to you for making your personal contribution.
The Poppy Appeal is a great cause providing social and emotional support to members and veterans of the British Armed Forces,
their families and dependants in times of need.
Thank You.
Bob Devey.
Clyde Burbidge
District Poppy Appeal Coordinator.
Chairman
Wappenham & District Royal British Legion.
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Weston and Lois Weedon Drama Group present
A Pantomime by Tom Whalley

Cinderella
Friday 7th February 2020 - 7.30pm
Saturday 8th February 2020 - 2.30pm & 7.30pm
Lois Weedon Village Hall, Milthorpe, Lois Weedon, NN12 8PP
£7.00 Adults / £3.00 for school children, and those in full time education
To book your tickets please contact:
Jenni Liversidge on 01327 860039
or email: jwcweston@outlook.com
Licensed bar available at each evening performance
For more details see our website at
www.wlwdrama.co.uk
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