Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
March/April 2018 – Spring Edition
From the Editor
Apologies for the delayed publication of this year’s Newsletters – various reasons but no excuses !!!
A number of submissions were given to me earlier this year and most of these have been included later in this
publication. However some of these were no longer relevant – again, apologies to the contributors
Preparations are now well underway for the May Day Country Fair 2018 – Monday, May 7th . Watch out for posters
and flyers over the next few weeks and all the details will be in the next Newsletter. When you visit the fair, be sure
to collect your souveneir programme – The covers are designed by children from our own St Loys Academy. I had
the pleasure of handing out Easter Eggs, just before the Easter break, to the children in thanks for their efforts. (All
properly supervised by the hardworking staff – of course !!!).
The May Day Country Fair is one of the few events that involves almost everyone in the community and because it
attracts so many visitors to the event, it raises a great deal of funds which are exclusively distributed among Village
organisations. AS you probably realise, it takes a lot of effort to orgaise and run the event so if you are able to help,
in any capacity, drop me a line or call me at home and be part of the fantastic community event known as Lois
Weedon & Weston May Day Country Fair 2018.
After a very successful Winter Prodction – Red Riding Hood – the Drama Group have started rehearsal for their next
production which will be formed later in July. Details will be published in the next Newsletter
High Speed Community Broadband. This service is based on a 1Gbit/s fibre-optic connection. Each of the
member households should now be benefiting from a stable and consistent service of at least 30Mbit/s. There are
over 600 users on this system across the valley and about 120 of those are connected in Lois Weedon & Weston –
that’s nearly 80% of our community. Anyone interested in joining the system and taking advantage of Superfast
Broadband speeds should go to the www.tovevalley.com website and register.
Welcome to returning residents, Richard Templeman and his partner, Emily who have just moved into Vicarage Rise
as we say goodbye to Gavin and Sue bridge and their boys, Seth and Henry.
The next edition of the newsletter will be just in time for May Day 2018 and so, with all the preparations for that, I
anticipate needing more time than usual to publish the Newsletter. I would like all material for the next edition to be
with me by Sunday, 29th April 2018.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327-860626), Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary
Wed., May 2
th

Lois Weedon & Weston WI. 7:30pm

Resolutions followed by Fish & Chip Supper in the Village Hall

Mon., May 7

Lois Weedon & Weston May Day Country Fair – Details in the next edition

Mon., May 14

Annual Parish Meeting 7:30pm at the Baptist Chapel, Weston, followed by Parish Council AGM (approx.. 8pm)

Sat., May 19

Royal Wedding Luncheon from 11am in the Village Hall – details on page 8

Sat., June 9

Musical Evening in aid of Lois Weedon Church. details in next edition

Fri / Sat., Jul 20 & 21

Drama Group Summer Production: “Murder in Play” – Lois Weedon Village Hall, details in next edition

Fri / Sat. Sep 28, 29

Drama Festival” – Lois Weedon Village Hall, details to follow

Sat., Oct 6

Lois Weedon & Weston WI. Harvest Supper t be held in the Village Hal – details to follow

Fr., Oct 12

Horse Race Night in h Village Hall in aid of the Village Hall & Friends of Lois Weedon Church – details to follow

May Day Tombola - Reminder
We shall be collecting donations for the May Day Tombola Stall during the week-end of 21st & 22nd April.
Items such as tinned food, soaps and toiletries, stationery, new toys (unused), bottles of wine, packets of foodstuffs
(please check ‘sell by date’) - basically anything suitable for a Tombola !
We will also be collecting toys, jigsaws and games for the Children’s Toys, Jigsaws and Games stall and books for
the Bookstall. All donations will be gratefully received. Please note that we are no longer collecting “bric-a-brac”.
Can also be delivered to Paul & Rachel Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise, Lois Weedon. (01327 860626)
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Parish News
As both Newsletter Editor and a Parish Councillor, I receive a regular stream of information from sources such as
South Northants Council, Northamptonshire County Council, The Highways Department as well as companies and
organisations advertising products and services. A lot of this material is irrelevant but a fair chunk of it will be of
interest to the community. Although I try and include some of the most relevant items in the Newsletter, because the
Newsletter is only published once every 2 months and has limited space, much of the information is no longer
relevant by the time I come to publish.
If you would like to receive this information and you are not already on my “News for the Parish” distribution list
then email me at loisweedonpaul@gmail.com and I’ll add you to the list. If you become aware of anyone who would
like to receive this information but for some reason is not “on my list” let me know too.
Paul Smith

Weston Supper Club
(Delayed publication from January – other Supper Club reports will be printed in the future)

Dear Village Folks (and anyone else who comes across our Newsletter).
I have to write many apologies because I am extremely late in writing William Sitwell’s Evening Supper Review. I
wrote one some time ago from memory at my daughter’s house near Winchester and when I got back the Newsletter
had been printed. So here I am threatening myself not to take pen off from paper until my review is complete and
delivered to Paul. [Sadly he wasn’t so quick off the mark, Ed].
Now has anyone had a treat, a real very nice treat because I have !! I was treated to William’s Suppr Club – donor
anonymous, that is to the reader. I have the feeling that people don’t get treats today. If they want something they
just go and get it, whatever the cost..
Well, on the Friday of the Supper I went and looked out my “glad rags”, dressed up and walked down to Weston Hall
with my stick and torch, full of anticipation. When I arrived it was just as I thought, an evening of glamour and
William mentioned that the Village Critic was amongst the guests and he hoped that it would be so good that next
supper they would be banging on the door to come. William should have no fear of that because the whole evening
was sheer delight and it took away all the “blues”. If you didn’t know anyone that didn’t matter because everyine
was so friendly. There was eight on a table, so well laid out like Buckingham Palace meal tables !
When we arrived we were given a glas of Rosé Ca di Rajo Manzoni Rosa. I have never had a Rosé like it. In fact, all
the wines were exactly to my finicky palate. In fact, I could have stayed there all night just drinking all the different
wines! Perhaps I would need more than my stick to get home!
Next we come to the food, cooked by two very slim girls, trade name the Lupins and they have restaurants in
London, at least I thought I heard William say at least one. Now I’m not going thrugh the whole menu because I
think that can be a little boring so I will write about the first and last out of four courses, just to give you a taste
(excuse the pun) of what delicacies we enjoyed.
Starter: Sea bass ceviche salad cups – my favourite fish… Oh ! Oh ! Beyond belief.
Wine: Bellwether Ant Series Vermentino 2015. Just slithered down Jenny’s throat touching all the taste buds as it
went
I was going to miss another course but I just can’t miss the main: Cornish Crab Thermidor, I’ve never had anything
like it. Cooked to perfection. Wine: Domaine de Bachellery Pinot Noir 2016. Jenny said “pass the bottle please !!”
Dessert was just for chocoholics – dark chocolate mouse with olive oil and sesame; Jenny said “my dessert bowl
wasn’t big enough !!”. Wine: Dal Zotto Pink Pucino NV
Now when I had completed all the courses I felt nicely replete. I could have had seconds with some courses but I just
would have been greedy. My congratulations to the two chefs – full of imagination and beautifully presented.
Looking forward to the next one… which won’t be long !!!
Jenny Wilde

[Jenny also wrote a short report on the Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch – later in this edition]
Christmas Tree Festival
We would like to thank everyone who supported us at the Christmas Tree Festival in the Church during December.
We had some wonderful entries ranging from the Drama Club’s edible one the Bell Ringers wonderful high ringers!
We raised about £500 for Church funds - THANK YOU !!!
Jenni

Sarah Margaret
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Weston Baptist Chapel.
Greetings from all at Weston Baptist Chapel. Many of you will already be aware that Weston Chapel Congregation
is part of Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship a partnership which joined the Weston Baptist Congregation and Towcester
Baptist Congregation in 2000. Services are held every Sunday at 10.30am followed by a time of fellowship over
coffee. As we glance back over the year that has just finished and look into a New Year with all its uncertainties and
opportunities we are pleased that the building is still used by the Parish Council to host its meetings, WEA for their
lectures, the monthly Wine Club, Art Club and Tiny Tots. The building is available for hire to mention a couple - The
Culworth Branch of Bell Ringers held their Annual lunch at Weston Chapel in October and Jenni Liversidge held her
annual Coffee Morning for MacMillan in September.
We also host a weekly Coffee Stop on Tuesday mornings from 10-11.30am Coffee and normally homemade cakes
are served in return for a donation. Anyone is welcome to come along, if you feel energetic enough you can join in
the Walk for Health every Tuesday morning meeting at the Chapel at 9.30am and returning around 10.45/11am for
Coffee & Cake. Art Club meets on Tuesday evenings, a display of their work is on show in the Chapel rooms, at
present telling the Christmas story.
Wednesday mornings Tiny Tots runs at The Chapel from 10am-12noon, we extend a warm welcome to all mums,
dads, grandparents, childminders, anyone who cares for a baby or pre-school child we have no lower or upper age
limit. We have a wide selection of toys to play with, music and singing time, coffee/tea/juice and biscuits. We are
always open to suggestions as to how you feel the group could better meet the needs of parents and tots. We are fully
equipped with baby changing facilities (we don’t provide nappies), we have facilities to heat up baby food and
bottles. There is a nominal charge of £1.50 a session which goes towards new toys etc. This group provides an
excellent opportunity for your youngster to learn to socialise and share and make new friends.
For further information on any of the above please contact Rosemary Gulliver 01295 760720, email
rosemarygulliver@tiscali.co.uk .

Village Dance & Social Night. To Support Dementia UK

A big thank you to all those who supported the village dance and social night back in November and those who also
contributed at the John Satchwell Tribute afternoon.
We have banked £1,347.60 with Dementia UK and are awaiting their confirmation certificate.
A big thank you to all those who supported the event, the many helpers, the band Paranoid Puppets, K & K Catering
for doing a fantastic catering service, to all those who made personal contributions but did not attend the event, to the
Ladies Monday Night Dance Club who donated a whopping £200 and to anyone else we may have forgotten!
We must add that the Ladies Dance Club have donated to many charities over the years. The sessions are run by
Jelena Cartwright and Sandy Riley in the Lois Weedon Village Hall every Monday evening at around 7:15pm. All
the money from their subs goes to charity. So ladies get round and join in. A great way to keep fit!
Chances are, after all the positive feedback, we may organise another charity event next year. If you need support
come and have a chat and we will see what we can arrange to support you.

Many Thanks!
Bob Devey & Kate Isaac
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Wappenham and District Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal 29th October 2017 to 11th November 2017
After receiving all the expected contributions and completing the paperwork for the last Poppy Appeal, I am pleased
to inform you that the amount collected surpassed our £5,000 target.
The amount raised was £5,419.28. This was a fantastic increase on last year’s total of £4,837.88.
A big thank you to all my Poppy Appeal collectors who turn out every year to knock on doors and encourage more
contributions in all weathers, to the Parochial Church Councils in our district who have contributed their
Remembrance Service collections to our appeal, the many personal donations and to you for making your personal
contribution.
The Poppy Appeal is a great cause providing social and emotional support to members and veterans of the British
Armed Forces, their families and dependants in times of need.
Thank You.
Bob Devey.
District Poppy Appeal Coordinator.

Clyde Burbidge
Chairman

(District includes: Abthorpe, Slapton, Wappenham, Lois Weedon, Weston, Thorpe Mandeville,
Greatworth & Marston St Lawrence)

Rosemary Hinton
My family would like to thank everyone that attended Rosemary Hinton's Funeral on Friday, 5th January. She died
on Christmas Day in Chacombe Park and would have been 91 years old on Boxing Day. The Funeral was as she
requested, close family and friends.
I would personally like to thank Margaret Seckington for the lovely flower arrangements, Caroline and her friend
from Washington who helped me clean and prepare the church for the funeral.
Jill Jones for providing delicious refreshments.
The collection was for Wappenham and District British Legion, again thank you to everyone who sent me donations
as well as at the service.
Rosemary and Dick moved to the village 55 years ago to Laundry Cottage, Lois Weedon, later to Home Farm
Cottage and finally when her husband retired moved into a Bungalow in Middlethorpe, she continued to live there
after her husband’s sudden death in 1996 until she had to go into a Care Home in 2009.
Diane Hunt

Musical Performance for Special Events
It can sometimes be a challenge to find soloists for special occasions.
I can come and sing solo or as a duet (soprano or alto voice); play violin; play viola; play recorder ~ accompanied or
unaccompanied & most genres ~ at:
* Weddings
* Christenings
* Baptisms

* Special Gatherings
* Remembrance Services
* Charity Events

* Sports pitches
* Blessings
* Civil Ceremonies

* Assemblies
* Any other celebratory occasions
* Funerals & Celebrations of Life

For further information contact: Anna Mackaness
Tel: 07973691327 or 01327860285
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Parish Council
Here is a summary of the two most recent Parish Council meetings held on January 29th and March 26th in the
Baptist Chapel, Weston. Full minutes of council meetings are posted on the Village Notice Boards and on the Parish
Council website. If anyone would like more detail or would like to read the actual minutes on any matter, please
contact the Clerk, Ken Power.

January meeting:

7 Councillors, the Clerk and 3 members of the public were in attendance

Planning and Licensing Matters: Application S/2018/0102/TCA – Removal of trees at Hill House, High Street,
Weston – this was reviewed but no response from the Parish Council was required. Applications S/2017/2803/FUL
and 2804/LBC – replacement windows in Ashmore House, LW: no objection were noted
Future project review: Mr. Charles Buckley and Ms Colman presented plans for a development of houses on land
currently in agricultural use on Helmdon Road, Weston. The Council noted the plans but explained that they will
give an opinion on the project if a formal application is made to SNC.
St. Loys School parking and traffic problems – Update. Contacts with the Diocese and the school governors have
not produced a solution, in spite of intervention by the local MP, Andrea Leadsom. The Clerk was asked to request
help again from Mrs. Leadsom, and from the South Northants Church Schools Trust.
Finance Matters: Accounts to-date and budget performance were reviewed and approved. Notes from the Interim
Audit were noted. A slight increase in Precept application for 2018/19 was approved.
Payments were approved for Clerk’s salary and expenses, 2Commune (website maintenance), EON (electricity
Supply), CGM (grass cutting), NBB (Picnic benches)
Progress of NHB grants for Village Hall kitchen, new picnic benches and a new marquee was reviewed
St. Loys School “Forest School” Project: St. Loys have provided all the information and assurances requested by
the Council. The Councillors agreed unanimously to authorise use of Castle Mound for the Forest School project, on
the understanding that the operation of the project will be reviewed 12 months after the date of the Council meeting.
Defibrillators. The Village Hall Management Committee has received a grant of £3000 for the purchase of two
defibrillators. The Committee has agreed that one can be fitted to the exterior of the Village Hall. Weston Baptist
Chapel have provisionally agreed to having the second one installed outside the Chapel, subject to agreement by
those responsible for the Chapel. The Village Hall Management Committee will arrange purchase of the
defibrillators, with the help of Cllr. Ellis
Correspondence was noted from NCALC on External Audit arrangements, GDPR and NCC budget constraints
__________________________________________________________________________________________

March meeting:

5 Councillors, the Clerk and no members of the public were in attendance

Planning and Licensing Matters: Application S/2018/0398/FUL – Extension to 6, High St., Weedon Lois. The
Council agreed to respond with “no objection”.
St. Loys School parking and traffic problems – Update. Contacts with the South Northants C of E Multi
Academy Trust and Andrea Leadsom have not produced a solution. The Council will continue to look for any
opportunity to find a way of improving the situation at the school.
Milthorpe Telephone Box: The Parish Council has “adopted” the telephone box outside Weedon Lois Village Hall,
at a cost of £1.00. The Council is asking for residents’ suggestions for new uses for the kiosk.
Insurance - The current provider, Aon, is handing over its local council business to another provider, BHIB. The
Clerk has obtained quotes from BHIB and two other insurers for when the current policy expires in June. BHIB have
agreed to offer the same premium for the next year as the one charged by Aon for the current policy. The other quotes
were higher. On this basis the council agreed to accept the BHIB quotation and adopt them as its new insurer.
GDPR: Government is introducing new data protection regulations at the end of May. The Clerk will attend a course
on to learn whether the Parish Council needs to make any changes to comply with the new regulations.
Finance Matters: Accounts to-date and budget performance were reviewed and approved.
New Homes Bonus: After the purchase of a new marquee and picnic tables for the Millennium Field, and the
refurbishment of the Village Hall kitchen, there is currently £2671.58 available to be claimed for future projects. It
was suggested that dog waste bins could be set up in places popular with dog walkers. Costs will be researched.
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Payments were approved for Clerk’s salary and expenses, BT (£1 for phone box), EON (maintenance), CGM (tree
works on Castle Mound, NCALC (training), TVBF (hire of Baptist Chapel)
Correspondence was noted from E.ON regarding increases in electricity pricing
Any Other Business: Weedon Lois road sign at the Wappenham end of the village has again been flat on the
ground. The Clerk was asked to report this again to Northants Highways. Rubbish Bins. There has been a complaint
that bins being left on the road verge too long . Residents will be reminded that bins should be stored on their
respective properties.
Date and time of next meeting: Monday 14th May - Annual Parish Meeting: 7:30pm in the Baptist Chapel to be
followed by the Parish Council AGM at 8.00 p.m. Everyone is encouraged to attend the Annual Parish meeting at
which reports will be presented on behalf of all the various Village organisations
Ken Power, Parish Clerk,
Tel: 01327 860054 (E-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com )

Heating Oil Buying Group
I have eventually got my act together, so if you would like to join in the buying group for heating oil please email and
let me know how much, and whether you would like Glowmax or ordinary heating oil.
I intend to get the cheapest price for all of us, buy telephoning round 6 companies and bargaining.
You can have 500 litres or more, and I would like to try and buy each month, so little and often to spread the cost.
Look forward to hearing from you.
Melanie Feilding
Vicarage Farmhouse, Weedon Lois, Towcester, NN12 8PL
cottonpickinguk@aol.com
01327 860922 / 07764 942847

The ‘Beast from the East’
William Blake House would like to give our heartfelt thanks to our wonderful neighbours in the
local villages and farms.
You regularly support us and involve us in the local community and we are so sincerely grateful
to you for all that you do. However, you have surpassed anything that we could have imagined
from a ‘good neighbour’ during the recent period of severe weather conditions. During these
hazardous conditions you were knocking on our doors to offer your support and were out in the
snow rescuing some of our vehicles that were stuck - astounding!
We could not ask for kinder or more supportive neighbours and we thank you all from the bottom
of our hearts – you are truly amazing!
Best wishes
Jane Other CEO William Blake House

Update from William Blake House
I am pleased to let you know that both the care homes in Lois Weedon received outstanding from the CCQ see the
link below from the Chronicle and Echo. Great news for the village!
www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/two-northamptonshire-care-homes-rated-outstanding-by-watchdog-1-8381805
Kind Regards
Jane Other
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Lois Weedo & Weston Village Hall

The Village Hall Management Committee would like to thank South Northamptonshire Council and our own Parish
Council for their support and for securing a grant of £5,847 to refurbish the kitchen. The kitchen now has a large, 6ring, commercial cooker and oven, a commercial dishwasher and a fridge. The facilities were put to the test recently
by the very successful “Non-Celebrity Chef” Dinner organised by the Horticultural Society.
New lockable double glazed windows have been fitted to each of the front facing windows in the hall. The project to
replace the remainder of the windows will be completed by the end of April.

Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
Dec 2017
Don & Shirley Penfold
Colin Atkins
Simon & Sam Clarke

93
71
47

Jan 2018
Karen & Jez Wilcox
Ivor Jones
Colin Atkins

68
94
71

Feb 2018
Trevor Field
Claire Worrall
Hugh Tyler

58
99
1

Mar 2018
Jonathan Staples
13
Sue & Gavin Bridge 97
Matt Clark
45

Apr 2018
Andrew Kirkpatrick
Pam & Tim Palmer
Colin James

83
77
87

[Overdue report on the Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch, 2017]

On the subject of food again !!
Congratulations to our “live-in Village Chefs” who did the Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch. I
can’t fault it and for mass-catering it was very good. I don’t want to pick anything out in
particular as it was all very good but the soup was excellent. I must get the recipe. My friend
said the paté was good too but I don’t like any patés…Aren’t we are fortunate to have people to
present a meal like that. It all came hot and no waiting. Millie, my granddaughter, was waitress
and she did a very good job. I think young people should mix with and help the older generation.
This was another meal that I really enjoyed. They weren’t famous London chefs but they came
up to the mark. The hall was full and to me it worked if everyone was enjoying the meal and the
company. Thank you very much to all who were involved.
Jenny Wilde
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Royal Wedding Luncheon
Watch on large screen
Village Hall, Lois Weedon
Saturday, 19th May from 11.am
Buffet lunch £15, children £7
BYO wine
Tickets from
Frank Hunter 01327 860597 - Caroline Raven 01327 860475 - Terry Tyler 01327 860277

The correct procedure for reporting flooding:
In an emergency when there is danger to life call 999 or 112
Although Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue’s main responsibility is saving lives, they may also help pump
out floodwater from your property depending on how busy they are.
During a flood incident you should focus on the safety of yourself and others and make sure to stay out of
floodwater. Go to https://www.floodtoolkit.com/emergency/help/ page for more details on what to do.

For non-emergencies the nature of the flooding depends who you report the flood to.
Main River Flooding
Burst Water Mains and Sewer Flooding
Flooding on motorways and some A-roads (A5, A14, A45, A43)
Flooding on other roads
Surface water, groundwater, ordinary watercourses

The Environment Agency
Local Water Company
Highways England
Northamptonshire Highways
Northamptonshire County Council

Go to https://www.floodtoolkit.com/emergency/ for contact details.

For all other types of flooding (groundwater, surface water and flooding from small watercourses) use
the form on the flood toolkit https://www.floodtoolkit.com/emergency/report-flood/

After a flood, regardless of who you initially reported it to, report it to the county council at
www.floodtoolkit.com/emergency/report-flood/
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