Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
March/April 2019 – Spring Edition
From the Editor
Apologies for the delayed publication of this year’s Newsletters – various reasons but no excuses !!!
A number of submissions were given to me earlier this year and most of these have been included later in this
publication. However some of these were no longer relevant – again, apologies to the contributors
Preparations are now well underway for the May Day Country Fair 2019 – Monday, May 6th . Watch out for posters
and flyers over the next few weeks and all the details will be in the next Newsletter. When you visit the fair, be sure
to collect your souveneir programme – The covers are designed by children from our own St Loys Academy. The
May Day Country Fair is one of the few events that involves almost everyone in the community and because it
attracts so many visitors to the event, it raises a great deal of funds which are exclusively distributed among Village
organisations. And this year we are welcoming the return of the Great Weston 5 Race !!!
And talking of returns, the Fake Chefs are also back – see back page for details . Also note that the Horticultural
Society Annual Show, which is normally in September, is on a slighty different date this year – August 31st.
While I’m not aware of any newcomers to welcome to the Village, I have been asked to let everyone know that Colin
and Sue James have moved - All the way from Holly Tree Cottage to Middlethorpe!!
The next edition of the newsletter will be just in time for May Day 2019 and so, with all the preparations for that, I
anticipate needing more time than usual to publish the Newsletter. I would like all material for the next edition to be
with me by Sunday, 21st April 2019.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327-860626), Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com

Dates for your Diary
Wed., April 3

Lois Weedon & Weston WI. 7:30pm

Sat., Apr 27

Horticultural Society – Fake Chef Night – Details on back page

Wed., May 1

Lois Weedon & Weston WI. 7:30pm

History of Lois Weedon Churchyard

Resolutions followed by Fish & Chip Supper (Partners invited)

th

Lois Weedon & Weston May Day Country Fair – Details in the next edition

th

Mon., May 6

Great Weston 5 – multi-terrain 5-mile race – Details on page 5

Mon., May 13

Annual Parish Meeting 7:30pm at the Baptist Chapel, Weston, followed by Parish Council AGM (approx.. 8pm)

Sat., Aug 31

Horticultural Society Annual Show – Details and Show Schedule will be publshed in July/August edition

Sat., Oct 5

Lois Weedon & Weston WI. Harvest Supper to be held in the Village Hall – 7:00 for 7:30 details to follow

Fr., Oct 11

Annual Horse Race Night in the Village Hall details to follow

Mon., May 6

May Day Tombola - Reminder
We shall be collecting donations for the May Day Tombola Stall during the week-end of 27th & 28th April.
Items such as tinned food, soaps and toiletries, stationery, new toys (unused), bottles of wine, packets of foodstuffs
(please check ‘sell by date’) - basically anything suitable for a Tombola !
We will also be collecting toys, jigsaws and games for the Children’s Toys, Jigsaws and Games stall and books for
the Bookstall. All donations will be gratefully received. Please note that we are no longer collecting “bric-a-brac”.
Can also be delivered to Paul & Rachel Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise, Lois Weedon. (01327 860626)

Local Dexter Beef for Sale
We are now selling our Dexter beef direct from our farms.
It is slaughtered, hung and butchered locally to fulfil our customers’ orders
and can be delivered or collected to suit.
Please call Jill Jones 01295 768221 or Sally Neville 07595 481742
Website: www.berkleydexter.co.uk
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Parish News
As both Newsletter Editor and a Parish Councillor, I receive a regular stream of information from sources such as
South Northants Council, Northamptonshire County Council, The Highways Department as well as companies and
organisations advertising products and services. A lot of this material is irrelevant but a fair chunk of it will be of
interest to the community. Although I try and include some of the most relevant items in the Newsletter, because the
Newsletter is only published once every 2 months and has limited space, much of the information is no longer
relevant by the time I come to publish.
If you would like to receive this information and you are not already on my “News for the Parish” distribution list
then email me at loisweedonpaul@gmail.com and I’ll add you to the list. If you become aware of anyone who would
like to receive this information but for some reason is not “on my list” let me know too.
Paul Smith

Lois Weedon Bell Ringers
We are now in a position to take on new recruits to learn the art of change-ringing on church bells. If you would be
interested in learning please get in touch with us or one of the local bell ringers and we will be only too pleased to
explain further.
We are a friendly, sociable group and run a starter practice on a Monday evening and a general practice on a
Wednesday evening when we are joined by ringers from different villages. Bell ringers cover all ages from 9 to 90
and come from all walks of life. It is a social hobby that exercises both mind and body.
To get the bigger picture – we are affiliated to the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Bell Ringers and are members of
the Culworth Branch which cover 23 towers in the area. Once you can safely handle a bell you will be welcome at
any bell ringing church in the world. It is no longer a requirement to be a church-goer, in fact many ringers do not go
to church but ring regularly for Sunday services and other occasions.
Anyone who is interested is very welcome to visit the tower on a Wednesday evening to observe what is involved, or
just get in touch with us, we would love to hear from you.

Dave & Joy Kirkham
(01327 860372)
From the Church Treasurer
Thank You
I would like to say a very sincere ‘Thank You’ to those of you who responded to our appeal in the last newsletter.
The initial response has been very encouraging and your generosity is much appreciated, as is the support we
received over the Christmas season both in church and from the Carol Singing and other Christmas events. If you
were thinking of responding and just didn’t get round to it please do get in touch with either me or Frank and we can
supply the necessary forms. Even very small donations make a big difference if there are enough of them.
Coffee Mornings
One of our best fund-raisers during the year is the monthly coffee mornings. These are held on a weekday morning
in someone’s house (or occasionally in church). They are well-supported and a good opportunity to get together with
neighbours and friends old and new. If you would be interested in hosting one (very easy- just make coffee and
provide biscuits for 20 or so people for a couple of hours) please contact us, or sign up on the form in church. It
doesn’t have to be coffee; ‘tea and cakes’ or ‘wine and cheese’ have been popular variations in the past. Everyone is
welcome so, even if you don’t feel like hosting you would still be very welcome to come along to one.
Why not record your name for posterity?
Finally, we are planning to produce an embroidered cloth in the style of the two earlier cloths made about 50 and 100
years ago. The church is embroidered in the centre (this has already been done beautifully by Joy Kirkham) and we
sign our names (in exchange for a suggested donation of £5) which will then be embroidered over. The older cloths
were displayed at the Village Christmas Market, and will be displayed again over the next few months at village
events. They make fascinating reading and are lovely Village heirlooms. When we have enough names (we already
have 72) we will hold an event in the Village Hall to get everyone to sign. Please contact me if you are interested in
taking part in this.
Terry Tyler (01327 860277)
Frank Hunter (01327 860597)
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Parish Council
Here is a summary of the most recent Parish Council meeting held on January 28th in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Full minutes of council meetings are posted on the Village Notice Boards and on the Parish Council website. If
anyone would like more on any matter, please contact the Clerk, Ken Power.
7 Councillors, the Clerk and 9 members of the public were in attendance
Following initial meeting procedures, the following were discussed:
Church Mowing and Tree Work. On behalf of the Parish Church, Mrs. Terry Tyler and Mr. Frank Hunter asked the

Parish Council to take responsibility for the cost of mowing the main churchyard in addition to the extension
graveyard, for which the council has been paying for some time. The councillors agreed to accept this cost and
include it in the new budget for the 2019/20 financial year which starts in April. Competitive quotes for the work had
been obtained from different suppliers and it was decided that Ground Care Company should be asked to take over
mowing of both sections of the churchyard in the Spring.
The Council was also asked to support an application for funds from the New Homes Bonus for tree work around the
Church. The parish currently has a balance of £2,326 which can be claimed for suitable projects. The Church has
obtained one quote, for significantly more than this amount. Mrs. Tyler and Mr. Hunter were asked to obtain more
quotes, and then to prioritise the most urgent pieces of work to stay within a cost of £2,326. It was noted that the
deadline for applications to use the balance £2,326 is 28th February 2019.
Helmdon Road Weston Project The Council explained their reasons for rejection of the original plan for nine
dwellings on land west of Helmdon Road. (Application S/2018/2170/FUL.) These were:
 The current settlement confines had been recently reviewed by SNC who decided not to extend them. The
proposed plan would extend the current confines significantly, which the council opposes.
 Nine additional houses would represent a big increase in in the population of a small, unsustainable village with
no facilities and would involve a significant increase in the number of vehicle movements locally.
 The kind of housing proposed does not reflect the needs of the community. It is felt that any new houses should
address the lack of more affordable housing.
Local residents present expressed their support for the original proposal, or one similar to it.
Mr. Charles Buckley, the developer, expressed his desire to create a scheme which local residents, and the parish
council, would be happy with. There was a discussion about possible alternative scenarios for the site, including
continued agricultural use or use for commercial activity. It was agreed that if a new proposal is submitted, this will
be discussed at a public Parish Council meeting, which will be publicised to everyone on the parish email list.
Casual Vacancy: The resignation of Mr. Jordan Kellar has created a vacancy for a new councillor. Mr. Simon King
and Mr. Chris Brough expressed their interest in the role and gave short presentations to support their applications.
At the end of the meeting the councillors voted to co-opt Mr. King.
Planning and Licensing Matters: No objections were noted on the following applications:
 S/2018/2631/FUL: Middleton House, High Street, Weston.
 S/2019/0012/LBC, S/2019/0060/FUL, S/2019/0061/LBC: Lovell’s Farm, Weston.
Finance Matters: Accounts to-date and budget performance were reviewed and approved. A budget for the new
financial year was presented and unanimously approved. It was agreed that the precept should remain unchanged at
£4000 per year.
New Homes Bonus. It was restated that there is £2,326 available to be claimed before the current NHB rules expire
on 28th February. After 28th February it was suggested that the parish council should apply for funds under the new
arrangements, to pay for an extra roof for the parish marquee, so that it can be used with a smaller format to give
more flexibility of usage. Quotes for this will be obtained.
Payments were approved for Clerk’s salary and expenses, 2Commune (website maintenance), EON (electricity
Supply), Brothers2 (Phone box refurbishment), AJR Electrical Services (defibrillator installation - Weston)
Correspondence was noted from E.ON about increased electricity supply price and from Banbury CAB requesting
donations. (Not approved.) Email from Louise King about the telephone kiosk mini library. Cllr. Sheppard advised
that Mrs. Tyler would also like to be involved in running the mini library.
Defibrillators. Training will be arranged. The missing cabinet code has been confirmed.
Date and time of next meeting: Monday 25th March at 8:00pm in the Baptist Chapel Weston
Ken Power, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01327 860054 (E-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com )
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Towcester Heart Beats
Your Local Heart Support Group – Spring 2019 update
Affiliated to the British Heart Foundation

We are a friendly and informal group who meet once a month in Towcester. The group aims to support anyone in the
Towcester area who has a heart condition, their family members/carers, as well as parents of children and young
people with a heart condition. We aim to provide a supportive environment in which those attending can spend time
with others who may have had similar heart-related experiences.
We also aim to:
 meet socially, with a programme of events/activities throughout the year
 liaise with local health resources and contribute to health forums/service user groups such as PALs to help
improve NHS care & support for heart patients
 interact with other local Heart Support Groups
 discuss ways to improve life style, regarding ‘healthy choices’
 provide members with information and literature on heart conditions, treatments and aftercare for cardiac patients
 raise funds to purchase a local defibrillator
 support and promote the British Heart Foundation
We meet monthly on the 3rd Thursday*, in the Water Meadow Room/s at the Forum (Library), Moat Lane,
Towcester, NN12 6AD, from 7pm – 8.30pm. Free parking.

Meetings in 2019
st

(£2 entrance fee for guests, your 1 meeting as a member is free):
March 21st
Iris Parish will be taking us through a (mostly) seated Yoga session
th
April 18
AGM, followed by a social evening with quiz and nibbles
th
May 16
‘Healthy Hearts’ taster evening from British Heart Foundation recipes
*June 30th/Sunday – (booking required) canal boat trip including a pub lunch option
All are welcome to attend meetings, no pressure to be a member, enquiries to:
Annie: Mobile: 07554150870 Email: mrschimchim57@gmail.com

Other events:
Let’s Get Moving! – Gentle Exercise Classes
Pam, our Treasurer, runs a fun and sociable gentle exercise group. The exercises can be done seated, standing with
support or fully standing and is aimed at those recovering from illness, the older age group or anyone who just wants
to become more active using the FABS training programme – flexibility, aerobic, balance and strength. Pam is fully
qualified and the classes are held on Mondays at 7-8pm, and Tuesdays at 3.30-4.30pm, in The Forum, Towcester –
your first session is half price at just £2.50!
Please contact Pam if you would like to know more, or just turn up . jandp72@sky.com 01327 350480
Fundraising Quiz
On 27th October 2018, we had a HeartBeats Team attend a quiz night in Milton Keynes to raise money for the St
Francis’ Children’s Society, a local voluntary adoption charity – a fantastic sum of over £700 was raised, which will
help to provide a range of support resources for adoptive families.
Christmas 2018
We attended a number of local seasonal events, with our ‘guessing games’ stall – ‘guess the weight of the cake/name
of the teddy/how many beads in the jar’. The funds raised help us to save money towards another local defibrillator,
and also contribute to the running and promotion of our group.
Looking forward…
In addition to monthly meetings, we are planning to have a stall at some local events at Easter, and in the coming
summer months of 2019, to be advertised in local newspapers and on community Facebook pages. We celebrate our
2nd birthday as a heart support group in March 2019, and hope to have a spot on local radio to mark the occasion.
If you, or anyone you know, is a heart patient, or is a family member/carer of a heart patient, please contact Annie on
07554150870 for a chat about the group, or just come along to one of our friendly meetings, where a warm welcome
is guaranteed.
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Update from Canons Ashby – Local National Trust venue
This April we are looking forward to our Seed Bombs activity! We are trying to improve the biodiversity here at
Canons Ashby to provide a healthy habitat for plants and creatures big and small.
You can help us! Make a seed bomb out of our natural ingredients and throw it as far as you can. These wildflower
seeds will help our green spaces become a more attractive home for plenty of insects, and they will look beautiful
too. Join in between 6-18 April, 11-3pm. Normal admission prices apply to the site, so have a go whilst you’re
exploring Canons Ashby with the family.
Then don’t forget the Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt happening over bank holiday Easter weekend. It can get very busy
with families at peak times over Easter so if you want a quieter visit try to arrive early or late in the day (but arrive
before 3.45pm if you want to do the Cadbury Easter Egg Trail).
Check visitor opening hours, events and find out more about the work that’s going on to care for Canons Ashby on
our website. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
Information about visiting, our history, work and projects, and upcoming events can all be found on our website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
You can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @CanonsAshbyNT

Chiropractic Therapy on Offer
As some of you already know I am currently in my final year (Clinic year) at McTimoney College of Chiropractic in
Abingdon. My final year is spent in the supervised student clinic at the college and requires me to treat 300 patients
and also 40 new patients in order to graduate. I currently have around 10 ‘friends and family’ discounts left for
anyone who I introduce to clinic. A new patient must go through a 2 hour assessment which includes a thorough
neurological, respiratory, CV and abdominal screen which with the discount costs £20 and the first treatment at £10 fees are paid direct to and kept by the college. If anyone is interested in chiropractic for an existing condition,
maintenance care or would like to know more please contact me on rabycj@yahoo.co.uk. McTimoney is a low
impact form of chiropractic that treats the whole body and not just the area of pain/discomfort and is not the classic
‘bone cracking’ that most people think of. Chiropractic has been shown to be effective for back pain and other
muscular skeletal ailments and as it is low impact it is suitable for all ages.
Thanks for your time
Chris Raby, Weston

Challenge yourself in 2019 to run the Great Weston 5
Join us for this 5-mile race, on a multi-terrain track over the Northamptonshire countryside
When:
Monday 6th May 2019
Start time: 10:00am
Where:
Weston Village, Northants
 held under UKA rules and licenced by Run Britain
 fully marshalled
 includes free entry to the May Day Fair for all competitors

To register go to www.runbritain.com/races and find us under “May”
Facebook ? @GtWeston5
Email: greatweston5@live.co.uk
Kindly Sponsored by
Northampton Plant Hire
Complete Ice Control
www.northamptonplanthire.co.uk

www.completeicecontrol.co.uk
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The ‘Book Box’
The Parish Council have kindly agreed for the recently adopted telephone box (outside the village hall in Lois
Weedon) to be used as a mini library. The Library opened on March 2nd and is free to use – no registration and no
fines! You can borrow a book for as long as you want, bring it back when you’ve finished with it or just replace it
with another book.
However, we do still require a selection of books of high quality and in good condition. If you have any books that
you have enjoyed reading and are willing to donate please drop them to either Terry Tyler or Louise King (Hill
Cottage, 3 High St, Lois Weedon). Books can also be left in the telephone kiosk. Please just write the date on the
inside cover, which will help us keep tabs on the turnover.
Terry Tyler & Louise King

Update on the WI Kneeler Project
In January we had a meeting in the Village Hall. Fifteen people came and we looked at pictures of kneelers from
Moreton Pinkney and Helmdon churches. We met again in February and chose designs from the Jacksons of Hebden
Bridge website.
Each kit will cost £65 and you get wools, needle, canvas, foam and backing fabric. The alter rail kneelers will cost
about £300 each and we need tree. Two have been sponsored and we hope to get more help with the others. If you
would like to make a donation you can pay by cheque to Lois Weedon & Weston WI and give it to Sue Taylor
(01327 261212), Jenny Field (01327 861107), Rachel Smith (01327 860626) or Jenni Liversidge (01327 860039)
STOP PRESS: Jacksons are closing down in 2 months’ time so we will have to get our skates on.
Sue Taylor (President)
WI Committee, March

Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall
Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
Dec 2018
Paul Smith
Sheila French
Iris Gregory

100
78
44

Jan 2019
Elsie Hatton
Jan Parmenter
John Busby

19
24
15

Feb 2019
Derek & Helena Boughton
John Busby
Richard Templeman & Emily

58
15
92

Mar 2019
Sue James
82
John Busby
15
Gillian Baird
86

Weston & Weedon Horticultural Society

5 for the garden


Finish feeding and mulching around all fruit trees, bushes and canes. Add a layer around the base of





perennials, trees and shrubs.
It is still a good time to plant container grown fruit, but get it done quickly.
Some people make the mistake of trying to remove plug plants from their mesh pots but this is not necessary.
March is the time when indoor and outdoor sowing can get underway.
Late frosts can still damage young seedlings so be prepared to protect them.



This year’s Annual WWHS Horticultural Show will take place
at St. Loy’s School on Saturday 31 August from 2.00 pm
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Weston & Weedon Horticultural Society 78th Annual Show - Winners
CHALLENGE TROPHIES & AWARDS - 2018
1

Winner

2

C. H. Middleton Cup - Awarded to the Society member, past or present, residing in
Weston and Weedon gaining the most points in vegetable classes in Section ‘A’.
G. V. Dennis Cup - Best exhibit in show.

3

W. R. Lawrence Trophy - Awarded to the winner of the Sweet Pea class.

4

Trustees’ Cup - Most points in Vegetable Classes in Section ‘B’.

Jim Smith

5

Founders’ Cup - Most points in Section ‘A’ Floral Classes.

Mike Cadd

6
7
8
9
10
11

T. J. B. Humphrey Memorial Cup - Winner of Transplanted Onions. Section ‘A’.
F. M. Wills Memorial Trophy - Collection of Potatoes - Section ‘A’ Awarded to the
Society member, past or present, residing in Weston and Weedon.
M. Seckington Cup - Winner of Collection of Flowers. Section ‘B’.
B Jones Challenge Cup – Most points in Section ‘B’ classes.
Mrs B. E. Humphrey Cup - For the most points in Section ‘C’ Cookery Classes
George Causebrook Rose Bowl - Winner - Roses (3) - Members only. Section ‘A’.

12
13

Tray - Best exhibit in children’s miniature garden class. Section ‘F’.
D. Manning Cup - Most points in the children's section. Section ‘F’

14

John Willis Cup - Most points in Open Floral Art Classes. Section ‘C’.

15
16

J. J. Satchwell Trophy - Best exhibit in floral Classes Section ‘A’. Awarded to the
Society member, past or present, residing in Weston and Weedon.
R. F. Haynes Shield - Winner of Dahlias - Pompom Section ‘B’.

Mick Yates

17

Royal British Legion Cup - Most points in section ‘E’.

Doug Hatton

18

W. Drake Plate - Winner of Section ‘D’ Best Exhibit.

Sarah Cousin

19

Daniel Clark Plate - Winner of Novice Potatoes.

Joanne Robinson

20

Tony Allen Cup - Most points in Novice Vegetable Classes.

Joanne Robinson

21

Peggotty Trophy – Floral Classes. Novice.

Jonathan Highley

22

Mr & Mrs W. J. B. J. Richards Shield - Best allotment.

23

G. Moreau Plate - For best individual crop on allotment.

24

H. Busby Challenge Cup - Winner of Class 1 Section ‘A’.

25

The Sitwell Challenge Cup - Best exhibit in Floral Art. Section ‘C’.

26

L. H. Wills Memorial Cup - Winner of Collection of Fruit. Section ‘B’.

27

Austin Wilkins Memorial Plate - To be chosen by previous year’s winner.

Michelle Fisher

28

Chrysanthemum Silver Medal - Best Vase in show.

Stuart Woodford

29

Chrysanthemum Bronze Medal - Awarded to Runner Up.

Mr Holmer

30

Dahlia Silver Medal - Best Vase in show.

Mike Cadd

31

Dahlia Bronze Medal - Awarded to Runner Up.

Mike Cadd

32

Guinness Cake Trophy – Awarded to the winner of the Guinness cake.

Graham Ellis

33

Pat Quinn Memorial – Best exhibit in Cookery Classes.

Alice Webb

34

Rod Ainsworth Memorial Trophy – Best exhibit from St Loys CEVA Primary Academy

Green House
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Mike Cadd
Mike Cadd
Jimmy Adams

Doug Hatton
Mike Cadd
Mike Cadd
Mick Yates
Sarah Webb
Doug Hatton
Will McAuliffe
Will McAuliffe
Jimmy Adams/
Beryl Ainsworth/
Sheila French
Mike Cadd

Mike Cadd
Elsie & Doug
Hatton
Ernie Wheeler /
Doug Hatton
Jimmy Adams
Sara Wilde

WESTON & WEEDON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

THE RETURN OF THE FAKE CHEFS
Archard-Jones, Wilde, Ellis

Lois Weedon Village Hall
Saturday 27th April 7.30 pm
3 COURSE DINNER
£35 PER PERSON
Canapes and Bubbles on arrival
Followed by:
Starter

Cured Brill with Mint and Peas
Main

Ox Cheek in Port and Wine Jus, Potato and Celeriac Mash, Baby Carrots, Cavolo Nero
Dessert

Vanilla Panna Cotta with a Berry Sauce

B.Y.O. Wine etc (Glasses Provided)
To Book:
(Individual places or tables of eight)
john@archardjones.co.uk 01295 760378 or ellisandbond@gmail.com 01295 768570
General Enquiries thewwhs@gmail.com
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