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 WESTON & WEEDON LOIS PARISH COUNCIL 
Established under the Local Government Act 1894 as Lois Weedon & Weston Parish 

 

Minutes of Statutory Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Monday 21st March 2016 at 8.00pm in the Baptist Chapel, Weston. 

 

Present:    Cllr D. Elkington (Chair), Cllr D. Sheppard, Cllr. C. Raven, Cllr. C. Grover, Cllr. G. Ellis,  
       K. Power (Clerk.) 

 

749 Apologies.  Cllr. P. Smith 

750 Declarations of Interest.  

 Cllr. D. Elkington  (Item 755e) 

751 Minutes of previous meeting: Parish Council Meeting held on 25th January 2016. 

The minutes were unanimously agreed as a fair and accurate report of the meeting, and signed by 
Chairman, Cllr. Elkington. 

752 Matters arising from previous minutes not covered elsewhere: 

 None. 

753 Planning and Licensing Matters. 

The council resolved unanimously to support Application S/2016/0573/FUL for an extension to  
2, Vicarage Rise, Lois Weedon. 

754     St. Loys School parking and traffic problems – Update. 

Cllr. Ellis and The Clerk visited St. Loys School on 22nd February at the invitation of the 
School Head and Governors, in response to complaints from residents and parents about 
potentially dangerous parking and driving during drop-off and pick-up periods. 

The meeting was also attended by Mr.Jay Shah, the Safer Routes to School Officer for 
Northamptonshire. 

A number of possible measures by the school and by SRTS were identified which would 
improve children’s safety.  

The Parish Council will continue to work with the School and SRTS to ensure that these 
are implemented as soon as possible. 

755      Finance 

a. Review of accounts to date and performance against budget  

The Clerk presented the accounts for the current year (2015/16) and reviewed the budget 

performance year to date. 

The accounts and budget report were unanimously approved.  

b. Review and acceptance of Interim Audit Report 

The Interim Audit Report was unanimously accepted. 

c. Review of Available NHB Funds and Possible Projects   

Details of the available funds were presented by The Clerk.  There is a balance of +/- £10,000 
available. There was a discussion regarding possible ways in which the available funds could be 
spent to benefit the village.  Options being considered include a new village marquee.  Another 
possible option is to acquire the red telephone box from BT, currently offered to us for £1.00.  
There had been a suggestion that fitness equipment could be bought and installed in the School 
field, but Councillors had concerns about the high cost (including essential safety flooring) and 
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possible insurance issues.  Cllr. Smith will be asked to include in the next village newsletter 
another request for ideas from villagers as to how the available NHB funds could be used.  

There was a suggestion that defibrillators could be bought using some of the money, and installed 
at suitable sites with easy access in Weston and in Weedon Lois. It was agreed that Cllr. Ellis 
would investigate the practicalities of this idea, and The Clerk has asked NCALC if they can give 
any advice based on the experience of other parishes. 

d. Review of Risk Assessment and Asset Register 

The 2016 Risk Assessment was reviewed and unanimously accepted. 

The Councillors resolved to accept the recommendations of the 2016 Review of the Asset Register 

for repair or replacement of damaged Parish assets. (Benches and bus shelters.) Cllr. Smith and 

The Clerk will come with proposals for having this work done. 

e. Extension Graveyard Mowing Contract 

At the last Parish Council meeting in January the Councillors had agreed that the Council would 

take over responsibility for the mowing of the extension graveyard at St. Peter’s and St. Mary’s 

Church in Weedon Lois. Four contractors were asked to tender for this work. Three tenders were 

received. At the Parish Council meeting all offers were reviewed, and the Councillors agreed 

unanimously to accept the lowest cost tender, from Complete Ground Management Ltd. 

f.  Payments  

The following payments were approved: 

i. E.on maintenance : £5.48 + VAT = total; £6.58 ( Chq: 100692) 

ii. TVBF – Rent of Baptist Chapel (2/2/15 – 9/5/16) : £97.50 (Chq:100687) 

iii. Cllr. Ellis NCALC training cost : £39.00  (Chq:100688) 

iv. Donation for Car Scheme - £200.00 (Chq:100689) 

v. Clerk’s salary. £160. (Chq:100690) 

vi. HMRC (Tax deducted on Clerk’s Salary) £40.00 (Chq:10691) 

Payments and the accounts were unanimously approved. (Proposed by Cllr. Elkington and 
seconded by Cllr.Raven.)  

 

756    Correspondence 

i. Letter from Sovereign Design Play Systems – referred to St. Loy’s School.   

ii. Letter from Tower Mint about Queen’s 90th Birthday commemorative medals. 

The Councillors discussed the possibility of giving all children under 16 resident in the 

Parish a commemorative medal. The Clerk was asked to contact St. Loys School to check 

this would not be duplicating something the school has planned. 

iii. Grit Bins 

A letter was received from SNC informing us that the grit bins on Middlethorpe and at the 

bottom of the hill between Weston and Weedon Lois would be removed. The Clerk 

responded that the bin on Middlethorpe is used for gritting pavements to avoid accidents, 

especially to the older residents living nearby. SNC have confirmed that this bin will be 

maintained.  The bin on High Street is on a priority1 gritting route and the Parish Council 

agreed that it was no longer necessary. 

iv. Lighting Northamptonshire (E.On) – Street Lamp on Middlethorpe / Milthorpe Path 

Lighting Northamptonshire were contacted about the street lamp which was not working. It 

has now been repaired. 

v. Suggestion for use of NHB Money 

An email was received from Luke Longley suggesting that NHB funds be used for 

additional fitness equipment on the school field.  Covered by point 755c above. 
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757    AOB 
 
a. Village Boundary 

There was nothing to be reported and discussed. 

b. Casual Vacancy  

Various candidates were considered for the Parish Council Casual Vacancy. 

c. Village Website 

Mr. Frank Hunter, the council appointed webmaster, has informed the Council that the web-site 

will go live as soon as possible. 

d. Defibrillators 

Covered in point 755c above. 

e. Ernie Wheeler 

It has been suggested that the award of the Légion d’Honneur to Ernie Wheeler for his part in 

the D-Day Normandy landings and subsequent liberation of France should be recognized by 

the Parish.  It was agreed that Cllr. Ellis will suggest to the Horticultural Society that the Parish 

Council could donate an “Ernie Wheeler Légion d’Honneur” trophy to the society, to be 

awarded every year. 

 

758  Date and time of next meeting  

AGM on Monday 9th May at 8.00 p.m. in the Baptist Chapel, Weston, preceded by the Annual 
Parish Meeting at 7.30 p.m. 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 p.m. 


