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 WESTON & WEEDON LOIS PARISH COUNCIL 
Established under the Local Government Act 1894 as Lois Weedon & Weston Parish 

 

Minutes of the statutory meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Monday March 25th, 2013 at 8pm in the Weston Community Centre, Weston. 

 

Present: Cllr. D. Elkington, Cllr J. Archard-Jones (Vice -Chair), Cllr C. Cockrell, Cllr A. Seckington,  

P. Smith, Clerk  

Louise Gibney, visiting on behalf of SNC, Waste Management department 

504. Apologies.  Cllr S. Wilde, Cllr M. Harkin, Cllr C. Raven 

505. Declarations of Interest. Cllr. D. Elkington (item 512(a)) 

506. Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 28th January 2013.  

These were agreed as a fair and accurate report of the meeting and signed by Chairman, Cllr 
Elkington.   

[Proposed Cllr Archard-Jones, seconded Cllr Seckington and unanimously agreed]  

507. Matters arising from previous minutes not covered elsewhere.   None 

508.  Planning and Licensing Matters.   

The Clerk reported on the following planning applications: 

Planning application, S/2013/0004/LDE which had been objected to by the Parish Council on the 
grounds that the application indicated agricultural land (paddock) would be converted to residential 
land, has been approved by SNC.  The Clerk explained that the case officer had clarified the 
application and confirmed that the application only applied to the existing house and outbuildings.  

Planning application, S/2013/0106/FUL (garage conversion, 33A High Street) was still pending.  
This application, and subsequent amendment, had been reviewed by the councillors and no 
objections had been raised.  Having spoken to the case officer, who had reviewed and accepted the 
amended plans, final approval is expected by week-ending 29th March. 

508.  Finance. 

1. Accounts Review. 

The Parish Council consolidated accounts and progress against 2012/13 budget review were 
presented.  Current balance is £3,913.34.  Based on anticipated expenditure to the end of the 
financial year, the Clerk predicted an end of year balance of approximately £3,300 which will be 
£515 more than the April 2012 budget predicted. However it was noted that there was an 
equivalent underspend on maintenance of assets; these costs had been deferred till 2013/14 when 
a series of maintenance projects will be undertaken.   

Refurbishment was authorised of the Parish Noticeboard on the Green, Lois Weedon 

[Proposed Cllr Elkington, Seconded Cllr Archard-Jones] 

The accounts and budget review was accepted without further comment. 

[Proposed Cllr Seckington, seconded Cllr Cockrell and unanimously agreed]  
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508.  Finance (continued). 

2. Interim Internal Audit.  

The financial affairs of the Parish Council were audited by our internal auditor – Dianne Isaacs – on 
4th February, 2013.  Her interim report is included in the minutes.   

A number of actions were proposed: 

a. It was noted that the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were not in line with 

the latest 2011 audit regulations and should be updated.  This will be done at the Annual General 

Meeting in May. 

b. It was recommended that the clerk seek additional quotes before renewing the annual insurance 

policy, currently with Aon Insurance.  This will be done and presented at the May Meeting. 

c. Council was reminded of the forthcoming changes introduced by HMRC for the reporting of PAYE 

tax payments.  The Clerk noted the new system will ensure we avoid late reporting penalties. 

It was resolved to accept the Internal Audit and to adopt all the recommendations contain therein.  
The document reviewing the effectiveness if the internal audit is included with these minutes. 

[Proposed Cllr Elkington, Seconded Cllr Archard-Jones] 

3. Payments.   

The following payments were presented for approval 

a. Donation to Lois Weedon & Weston Car Scheme (£200)  – chq: 100584 

b. Entry Fee for Best Village Competition (£15)  – chq: 100585 

c. Clerk’s Salary (1st Oct 2012 – 31st Mar 2013) (£320) – chq: 100586 

d. HMRC tax withheld on Clerk’s Salary (£80)   – chq: 100587 

Cllr Seckington asked for clarification on items (a) and (b).  The Clerk read out a letter from Mrs Wilde 
requesting support for the car scheme.  After consideration it was agreed to grant funding as 
requested.  The Clerk further explained that the Best Village Competition was primarily a 
questionnaire, the answers to which detailed all the activities within the community.  The Clerk read 
out the questionnaire and after consideration the councillors agreed that our community could answer 
the majority of questions very positively and that the £15 fee was a modest expense.   

The Clerk undertook to submit a completed application in collaboration with Cllr Elkington. 

All payments were accepted and approved. 

[Proposed Cllr Archard-Jones, seconded Cllr Seckington, and unanimously agreed]  

509. SNC Waste Management.   

 Louise Gibney, Waste Management Officer at SNC, gave a short presentation on the forthcoming 
changes in the service provided to the community.  In summary: 

 Moving to a 4-day week collection cycle 

 Lois Weedon & Weston collected on Fridays 

 In June new “blue” bin introduced for ALL recycling – to be bulk collected and sorted off-site 

 Blue bin is same size as existing green and black bins 

 No further requirement for small plastic (green & black) boxes 

 Collection cycle will be black bin one week, green and blue bin the next. 

 In June new food (grey) recycling bins will be introduced – collected weekly 

 All this information will be publicised and leaflets sent to all households 

Cllr Elkington thanked Ms Gibney for her presentation. 
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510. New Homes Bonus.   

SNC have published a consultation proposal on the “New Homes Bonus”.  Cllr Archard-Jones gave 
a summary presentation of the proposal for councillors to appreciate the benefits.   

Essentially, the NHB is a fund provided by central government to district councils to encourage 
development of amenities in the region.  SNC are proposing to make a large proportion of this fund 
available to the parishes by way of a grant scheme.  Eligibility will be determined by the number of 
new homes built in the parish and the availability of grants is phased over 3 years. 

After discussion, it was resolved that the Parish Council should support this proposal and to 
consider suitable projects for which a grant from the NHB could be applied for. 

[Proposed Cllr Elkington, Seconded Cllr Cockrell] 

511. Correspondence. 

The Clerk noted that most correspondence was now received by email and important items were 
shared immediately with councillors. 

Specific items noted included: Cllr. Ben Smith’s annual report, SNC policy on Affordable Homes, 
SNC report on Community Infrastructure Levy, SNC Consultation on New Homes Bonus (already 
discussed), and updates on Recycling.  It was noted that council still receive a lot of information on 
playground equipment.  These are forwarded to the school. 

512. Any Other Business.   

a. Tree Survey follow-up. 

The Clerk explained that although multiple quotes had been requested, only one had been 
received to-date.  A further two companied had expressed an interest in quoting and were 
expected to do so within a few days.  The council asked the Clerk to wait until all the quotes were 
received before bringing the matter to the council for decision.  

b. Ben Smith. 

Cllr Smith has announced that he will not be standing for re-election in the County Council 
elections in May.  Cllr Elkington proposed that the council write to Cllr Smith to thank him for all his 
hard work on behalf of the Parish. 

c. Highways.  

Regarding the reported problems with the road surface on the path between Milthorpe and 
Middlethorpe, the Clerk reported that the Highways department considered this as a footpath and 
not directly their responsibility.  The Clerk was asked to confirm this. 

d. Blockage in Culvert in Weston, between Armada House and Ridgeway Cottage.  

The Clerk was reminded to establish the responsibility to ensure this is cleared. 

e. Annual Parish Meeting 

The Clerk was asked to encourage as many representatives to attend the meeting. 

 

513. Date and time of next meeting:  

Monday 13th May, 2013 - Annual Parish Meeting: 7:30pm at the Weston Community Project 
Followed by the Parish Council AGM at 8.00pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:10pm   
 

 


