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 WESTON & WEEDON LOIS PARISH COUNCIL 
Established under the Local Government Act 1894 as Lois Weedon & Weston Parish 

 

Minutes of Statutory Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Monday 26th July 2021  

 

Present:    Cllr. D. Sheppard (Chair), Cllr. M. Hillman, Cllr. P. Smith, Cllr. S. King, Cllr. C. Brough. 
       Members of the public: Colin Atkins (Weston,) Gill Vassallo (Weston,) Clive Johnson (W.L) 
       Belport Ltd representative: Fiona Jaques.  

1139 Apologies.  Cllr. D. Elkington, Cllr. H. Boughton, K. Power. 

1140 Declarations of Interest.  

            Cllr. Smith – point 1143.   

1141 Minutes of the AGM on 17th May 2021 

 The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by Vice Chair 
Cllr. Sheppard. (Proposed by Cllr. King and seconded by Cllr. Hillman.) 

1142 Matters arising from previous minutes and not covered elsewhere – none.  

1143    Finance Matters 

Review of accounts 2021 / 2022 to date and progress against budget 

VAT Update 

The accounts were reviewed and approved after discussion of the anticipated costs of tree work on 

Castle Mound.  (Proposed by Cllr. Smith and seconded by Cllr. King.) 

Approval of payments as follows: 

Clerk’s salary: £188.00 (Cheque no. 100953) 

HMRC. Tax on Clerk’s salary: £47.00  (Cheque no. 100954) 

Clerk’s expenses: £10.20 (Cheque no. 100955) 

Ground Care Company. Two churchyard cuts: £216.00  (Cheque no. 100956) 

CGM. Two Millennium Field cuts: £72.00 (Cheque no. 100957) 

Neighbourhood Watch subscription: £25.00 (Cheque no.100958)  

Ground Care Company. One churchyard cut: £108.00 (Cheque no.100959) 

E.ON supply: £46.53 (Cheque no. 100960) 

Paul Smith. Replacement parts for defibrillators: £260.00 (Cheque no.100961)   

Lois Weedon and Weston Village Hall. Hire of hall: £9.00 (Cheque no. 100962) 

 

(Proposed by Cllr. Brough and seconded by Cllr. Sheppard.)   
 

1144    Planning Matters 

            WNS/2021/0920LBC. 5, Kettle End, Weedon Lois. No objection. (Proposed by Cllr. Smith and       

            Seconded by Cllr. Brough.) 
            WNS/2021/0907/FUL. Development of five houses at Stonehouse Farmyard, Helmdon Road,     
            Weston.  
            Cllr. Sheppard read out an email from Cllr. Boughton in which she expressed concern that the 
            proposed development did not address the issues highlighted in the housing needs survey of  
            Weston brought to the council’s attention by Fiona Jaques of Belport. Cllr. King expressed his  
            similar concerns. Ms. Jaques informed the meeting that Belport had received similar feedback 
            from the WNC planners and would be amending their proposal to change one of the detached 
            properties to two semi-detached dwellings. Cllr. Brough requested that any additional footpaths 
            should not cross his land.  
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             It was agreed that the Council would conditionally support the application, with two provisos:  

            1) The developer has agreed to replace one detached property with two semi-detached residences 
            to create a more hybrid site.                          
            2) There should be safe pedestrian access, with a pavement on the main road and footpath  
            access to the housing courtyard. (Proposed by Cllr. Sheppard and seconded by Cllr. Smith.) 
    
            Colin Atkins asked about future development of the barns adjoining the development, and was  
            advised that any future development was outside the scope of this application, although various 
            options were being considered. 
 
1145    Correspondence – none.  
 
1146    Dog Bins 
            Cllr. Smith gave a report on research the Clerk has done into the costs and process of installing  
            dog bins, and the experience of Helmdon, where the installation of bins has been expensive and 
            has had little impact on the problem. The Council concluded that, given the Council’s limited  
            finances and other more pressing priorities, and the anticipated limited effect, the Council will not 
            invest in dog bins at this time and will rely on continuing to try to educate the community. 
 
1147    Castle Mound 

A great deal of discussion ensued regarding our various options.  With the understanding that any              
costs incurred to complete the tree work on the Mound would stretch the Council funds, various                                   
options were suggested, including crowdfunding (GoFundMe) and other local fundraising 
alternatives.  Setting up volunteer working parties was discounted on health & safety 
grounds.  Borrowing money from a bank was declared as very unlikely as we would not be 
considered a good prospect.  Cllr. King expressed anxiety about our liability in the event of an 
accident, having delayed doing something that could prevent that occurring.  

 
Concerns were raised about the actual costs and the council’s resulting exposure.  Although 
approaches had been made to Western Power and West Northants Highways, there were doubts 
expressed about these materialising in any share of the costs.   

It was noted that we had not been advised by CGM of the costs of work done to date and it was 
agreed to ask CGM for those costs and an estimate for the work yet to be done, assuming neither 
Western Power nor Highways agree to undertake a share of the work.  Once we have the costs it 
was agreed that it would be appropriate to consider alternative options to fund that work.  It was 
agreed that when we have the best estimate of the costs an extraordinary meeting would be called 
to review options. 

 
1148     Plant a Tree for the Jubilee 
             It was agreed that a “request for ideas” will be published in the Newsletter, asking residents where  
             they would like to see trees planted. 
 
1149     AOB 
             Cllr. Hillman raised a concern about the speed at which local tractor drivers drive through the 
             Village. It was agreed that the police officer responsible for our area should be invited to the next   
             meeting. 
              
             Cllr. Hillman asked that the tree in the centre of the green should be reduced in height. 
 
             Clive Johnson suggested that, beyond the work needed to ensure the safety of Castle Mound, 
             it should be a priority to tidy the Mound and make it a more attractive feature. 
 
1150     Venue for September Meeting 
             It was agreed to meet in the Village Hall. 
 
1151     Next Meeting 
             Monday 27th September, at 8.00 p.m. in the Village Hall, Weedon Lois. 


