Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
November/December 2019 – Winter Edition
From the Editor
In a few weeks we will be starting to get ready for Christmas. There will be several events leading up to the festive
season including Carol Singing, Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch, Village Hall Christmas Market including a special
Christmas Hamper Raffle and of course the local Christmas Card delivery service. Rehearsals are underway for the
Drama Group’s next production – Cinderella – details inside and a reminder in the January edition
If you are reading this as a printed hard copy, then you are in a select group of valued members of our community for
whom I am happy to continue printing the newsletter. However, the majority of our community are now happy and
willing to receive a “paperless” newsletter by email and so if you would also like to go “paperless” then just send me
an email and I’ll stop trudging up your driveway to deliver. Also, if you know of anyone outside the Village who
would like to receive the Newsletter just let me have their details (email only).
This will be the last edition of the Village Newsletter for 2019 and it’s been quite a busy year. The Newsletter is
normally published 6 times a year (January, March, May, July, September and November) and is funded by the May
Day Committee, the Parish Council and by private donation and as editor, I am very grateful for that support.
The next edition of the Lois Weedon & Weston Newsletter will be in January 2020 and all material for that edition
should be given to me by Saturday, 4th January 2020. For contributions to be published I will take them in any format
but I generally appreciate them either as MS Word documents or as emails. Pictures or photos are good but for those
receiving printed copy, please note that I print in black & white so colour pictures don’t always reproduce that well.
And keep me posted about new or relocating residents – I always like to welcome them in the Newsletter.
Finally, as editor, publisher and delivery boy of the Newsletter, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
for their continued support and wish you all the very best for the coming festive season and the New Year beyond.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327 860626), Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com
Website: https://www.westonandweedonloispc.org.uk/

Dates for your Diary
(For details of some events see inside the newsletter)
Sat., 16 Nov

Sing Along, Mamma Mia, Here We Go Again Village Hall at 6:00pm. Tickets £5 : Danielle (07803 760727) - BYO Drinks

Mon., 25 Nov

Parish Council Meeting, Weston Baptist Chapel at 8:00 pm

Fri., 6 Dec

St Loys School – Christmas Fair: See school website for details

Sat., 7 Dec

Village Hall Christmas Market and Hamper Raffle – Breakfast and craft stalls from 9-12. Details on back page.

Thu., 12 Dec

General Election – Village Hall is in use as a Polling Station

Mon., 16 Dec

Senior Citizens Christmas Party – Details below

Tue, 17 Dec

Carol Singing, Lois Weedon; meet at the beginning of Middlethorpe, Lois Weedon at 6:30pm

Thu., 19 Dec

Carol Singing, Weston; Meet at the Crown Inn at 6:30pm

https://stloys.co.uk/parents/friends-of-st-loys

Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch
This has been booked for Monday Dec 16th in the Village Hall, Lois Weedon.
If new members would like to attend they should contact Ivor Jones (01327 860675).
Men aged 65 or older and women of 60 or older are eligible as members and can be accompanied by their
partner, irrespective of their partner’s age.

Christmas Turkeys
Have you ordered your Christmas turkey yet?
If not try our free range turkeys grown in the village at
Home Close, Plumpton Rd, Weston.

Call Jill Jones on: 01295 768221
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Parish Council News
Edited notes from the Parish Council meetings held on September 30th in Weston Baptist Chapel. Detailed minutes
are posted on the Village notice boards and website and also available from the Clerk to the Council.
Attended by: 6 councillors and the Clerk. Items discussed included:
Matters arising from previous minutes not covered elsewhere


Anticipating the school’s plans for a circus on the field in September 2020 the possibility of damage to the
Millennium Field was discussed at the July meeting and assurances had been sought in the event of wet
weather. Further clarification would be requested about arrangements for insurance and parking and assurance
that damage to the field would be avoided or made good. The trustees of the field will be informed about the
school’s plan, as a matter of courtesy.

Planning and Licensing Matters: The following applications were considered
 S/2019/1472/MAF: Replacement agricultural building at Croft Farm, Weedon Lois. No objection.
 S/2019/1683/TCA: Tree work at Weston Hall. For information only.
Finance Matters:
 Income and expenditure budget was reviewed and acknowledged to be on track.
 New Homes Bonus (NHB) – The marquee extension canopy has now been acquired and funds will be
reclaimed from SNC. Further funding will be sought from the NHB to tidy the trees and hedges on approach
to Weston from Weedon Lois
 Payments were approved for Ground Care Company (churchyard mowing), CGM (playing field mowing), Hire
of Baptist Chapel and Clerk’s salary, tax & expenses and E.On (street lighting maintenance)
Millennium Field: Revised rent – an increase in rent was proposed; the exact formula to be used was reviewed. It
was agreed to review the rent annually – Current contract allows for an increase every 4 years.
Correspondence/AOB


Email from resident regarding the Stonehouse Farmyard/Helmdon Road development planning application.
The concerns raised were noted.



A letter from a resident suggesting events should be organised to celebrate the important anniversaries of
several village organisations which fall in 2020, including the W.I.’s 100th anniversary, 75th anniversary of VE
Day, 40th year of May Day Fair. The Parish Council unanimously agreed to support this idea.



Concern from local resident about Parking in Astwell Lane – Staff at William Blake House will be reminded
that they can use the Village Hall car park, for up to 6 cars from 8am till 6pm.



Disappointment was expressed that the accessories bag (part of the defibrillator kit) has been stolen/removed
from the cabinet on the Village Hall. This will be replaced by the Parish Council

Date and time of next meeting

Monday 25th November at 8.00 p.m. in the Baptist chapel, Weston
Ken Power, Parish Clerk,
Tel: 01327 860054 (E-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com)
https://www.westonandweedonloispc.org.uk/

Lois Weedon & Weston May Day Country Fair – Saturday May 9th, 2020
As most of you will know, the Government have decided to mark the 75th Anniversary of VE Day by moving the first
May bank holiday to Friday, May 8th. Our community May Day Country Fair has always been on the first Bank
Holiday Monday, which gives us the whole of the preceding week-end to prepare. So things will have to be a little bit
different next year. We would like to work with the British Legion and the Parish Council and make the whole weekend one of celebration for all the various reasons. (It’s will be the 40th May Day too). We believe that there is an event
planned for the Friday – the actual VE Day commemoration – and then the May Day Country Fair will take place on
the Saturday – Great Weston 5-Mile Race, Crowning of the May Queen, Maypole dancing and all the usual attractions.
More information will be published in forthcoming Newsletters, Facebook and website, including appeals for help. If
you want to get involved, in any way, please contact me.
Paul Smith, Chairman, May Day organising Committee
8 Vicarage Rise (01327 860626), Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com
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Village Hall Notes.
ANNUAL MEETING – As a registered charity, the Village Hall Management Trustees must hold an annual general
meeting. This was held on the 24th October. The finance accounts were reported a small surplus and expenditure was
significantly less than the previous year. The change of management committee was noted.

Village Hall 100 Club Lottery
Recent Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
October 2019
Geoff Hillman
Dave Abbott
Chris Seckington

November 2019
Anne Marshall
Sarah Webb
Vikki & Mike Streten

53
90
84

4
85
56

We still have lottery numbers available – contact Rachel Smith (01327 860626), rachel.k.smith4@gmail.com
CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE – Following the success of previous year’s efforts, we are running the Christmas
Hamper raffle again this year. The Hamper will be loaded with Christmas goodies and there will be other prizes.
Tickets are £1 each (or 6 for £5) from Rachel Smith.
The draw will take place on at 12 midday on Saturday 7th December at the close of the Christmas Market.

Horse Race Night in aid of the Village Hall and Friends of Lois Weedon Church
We would like to thank everyone who helped at Race Night and to thank everyone who supported the event so
generously on the night. Thank you to all our sponsors and those who advertised in the Race Programme. Thank you
to Clyde Burbidge for his excellent skills as an auctioneer, to Derek & Helena Boughton for running the Tote and to
Paul Smith who was our master of ceremonies.
We raised £847 profit which was shared between the Village Hall and Friends of Lois Weedon Church
We look forward to next year and if you would like to sponsor a race next year please let us know as we already have
some sponsors who are interested to be involved and we would not to like to disappoint anyone.

Rachel Smith & Diane Hunt
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Christmas cards for sale
In aid of funds for St Mary and St Peter’s church featuring a
reproduction of a beautiful watercolour of Lois Weedon Church by
Peter French, by kind permission of Mrs Patricia French.
Ten cards for £5. Available from Frank & Maralynn Hunter
01327 860597 or frank.hunter@btinternet.com

____________________________________________________________________________________
From the Church Treasurer
A huge “Thank You” to all those of you who responded to appeals earlier this year for support for the church. As a
result of your generosity, as well as the on-going generosity of existing supporters, and the fund-raising efforts of all
the Benefice churches, we managed to contribute enough towards the Parish Share to entitle the Benefice to advertise
for a full-time Rector. Hopefully, if we have applicants, interviews will take place in January. It won’t be easy to
sustain the amounts we are being asked for, but we will continue to do the best we can, and would really appreciate
your continued support next year.
Servery and WC
At last we have plans drawn up for the proposed servery and WC, though currently they are being amended to fit in
with our own requirements. We should be able to submit them to the next Diocesan Meeting in December. Once we
have consent to go ahead we will be applying for grants from various sources as well as doing some more fund-raising.
The Churchwarden has great plans for future events in this wonderful building once improvements to lighting and
heating are completed.
Signature Cloth
The first signing of the cloth took place in church in June with tea and cakes and, with donations of £5 or more a
signing, £350 was raised. Only about half of those on the list have signed the cloth so far and we would like to get it
completed before the end of this year and get started on embroidering the signatures. There will be a chance to add
your signature at the Christmas Market in the Village Hall on December 7th. Even if you weren’t on the original list
you’d be welcome to add to it. It would be great to get as many names as possible. We will begin to embroider over
the names in January.
Terry Tyler
terrytyleruk@gmail.com
01327 860277

(Here is an example of a previous embroidery - judging from the names, sometime in the 1960’s)
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Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall
Christmas Market
Saturday 7th December
from 9:00am till 12 midday.
“Full English” breakfast served from
9am to 12 midday by Anne Marshall

Market stall holders include:
Annie’s Pantry:
(Christmas cakes, mince pies, marmalade & chutney and other goodies)

Market
Address:

Towcester Mill Brewery (Beers & Ales)
Jenni Liversidge (hand-made Christmas Items)
Penny Spademan, (handmade cards)
Fruit & Veg stall
Second hand book stall
Christmas Hamper Raffle
Lois Weedon Church:
 Christmas cards of St Mary & St Peter (see page 4)
 Wreaths
 Signing of the Signature Cloth

Village Hall, Milthorpe,
Lois Weedon, NN12 8PP

Christmas Card Delivery Service
As a service to our fellow villagers and in order to raise funds for the Village Hall we are repeating our
Christmas card delivery service. We will be delivering cards throughout the villages of Lois Weedon and
Weston about a week or so before Christmas. Donations will be gratefully received.
The “Big Red Post Box” will be at the Christmas Market on Saturday 7th December. Alternatively you could
leave your cards for delivery (including any donation) in the white post box at:
8 Vicarage Rise, Lois Weedon by Saturday 14th (at the latest) for delivery on Sunday 15th December
Please could you clearly address the envelopes (at least to the best of your knowledge). Thank you.
Rachel Smith (01327 860626), On behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee
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