Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
September/October 2015 – Autumn Edition
From the Editor
Well it’s a Bank Holiday Monday and the rain is tipping down – your Flood Warden might actually have some work to
do, but I really hope not. Hopefully Home Close field will have dried out in time for next week-end’s Horticultural
Society Annual Show and Food Fair.
First, some sad news. Long time resident, Arthur Howes passed away recently. Arthur, who was nearly 90 and had
been in care for the past year, had moved to Lois Weedon with his wife Norma, about 30 years ago and in that time had
been Footpath Warden, Parish Councillor, Parish Clerk, School Governor, Bell Ringer and Church Tower Captain. A
good neighbour who will be missed by friends and family and all in the community who knew him.
We were also shocked to learn of the sudden death of Doug Bacon, Middlethorpe. While the exact circumstances are
still unclear, I believe that Doug had been unwell for some time. Our condolences to Doug’s family and friends.
On a happier note we have some new members of the community to welcome. Firstly welcome to Kitt Michael Foalkes
and congratulations to Mum Hannah, Dad Mikey and Sister Summer as well as grandparents Tim and Gail Gee.
Welcome too to Gabriele Pignoli and Lauren Cowley who recently moved into Kettle End, Lois Weedon and to
Linda and Graham Jardine who are due to move into the Paddocks in a few days’ time and finally a belated welcome to
Paul and Sally Neville who now live at Grey Barn Farm, on the Wappenham Road.
Welcome to everyone. There is a summary of Village Organisations on page 3. Feel free to get involved with any of
the local activities, once you’ve settled in. If I’ve missed anyone, let me know. I always like to make sure we publish a
“welcome”, even if it is a few weeks (or months) late.
The next and final edition of this year’s newsletters will be in November 2015 and all material for that edition should be
given to me by Saturday, 24th October 2015. Please note that this will be the final edition of 2015 so any notices for
Christmas events etc. should be included in this one.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327-860626) (Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com )

Dates for your Diary
(For details of some events - see inside the newsletter)
Sat., Sept. 5

Horticultural Society Annual Show & Food Fair. (Note: There is NO dance this year)

Sat., Sept 19

Drama Event – Details on back page

Fri., Sept 25

Bring & Buy Coffee Mornng in aid of Macmillan, 9am-12, hosted by Jenni Liversidge, 18 Middlethorpe, Lois Weedon.

Mon., Sept 28

Parish Council Meeting, Baptist Chapel, Weston, 8:00 pm; Members of the public are welcome to attend.

Wed., Sept 30

Tea Dance, Village Hall from 3pm. Details on page 7.

Wed., Sept 30

WEA Course (for 7 weeks) - The History of Union Workhouse. Details on page 7

Tue., Oct 6

Film Club – Winter Programme starts. Full details on page 5

Sun., Oct 11

Harvest Supper, Village Halll following Harvest Festival Church Service – Details to follow.

Fri., Oct 16

Horse Race Night in Village Hall in aid of the Village Hall & Church - Details on page 7

Wed., Oct 21

Village Hall Annual Meeting; 7:30pm in Lois Weedon Village Hall – All welcome

Wed., Nov 4

WI Open Meeting – Pudding Demonstration. Details on page 7 – Ticket includes glass of wine & sampling of puddings!!

Thu., Nov 5

Bonfire and Fireworks – 6:00pm In the field just opposite Middlethorpe, Lois Weedon

Sat., Nov 7

Film Club Event in aid of the British Legion – Details on Page 6

Village Hall 100 Club Lottery
For the past five years the Village Hall Management Committee has been running a 100-Club lottery to help raise
funds for the maintenance of the hall. There are 12 monthly draws with prizes of £25, £10 and £5 awarded each month.
The winning numbers are drawn at the monthly WI meeting and are published from time to time in the Newsletter.
We have a few numbers left so if you would like to join the lottery (or buy more) and support the Village Hall, contact
Rachel Smith (01327 860626).

Recent Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
August 2015
Anne Marshall
Jonathan Staples
Mar & Sarah Williams
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Parish Council News
Edited notes from the Parish Council meeting held on July 27th 2014 at 8:00 pm in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Detailed minutes are published and posted on the Village notice boards and also available from the Clerk to the Council
Present at the meeting were 4 councillors, a representative from SNC and 2 members of the public. The meeting was
chaired by Vice-Chairman, Chris Raven.
Water Pressure: It was noted that none of the neighbouring villages are experiencing the same low pressure problems
that are affecting Lois Weedon
Co-opting Councillor – Catherine (Cat) King was co-opted onto the council.
Weston Conservation Area – revised planning rules
Katherine Harrison (SNC) gave a brief presentation on the rules affecting Weston which is a recognised conservation
area. These apply to any planning applications being considered and deal primarily with changes to the external façade
of buildings, any proposed building or demolition works and any significant tree works. She noted that 6 weeks’ notice
was needed to consider tree works. The impact of the Tove Valley Superfast Broadband and the necessary external
units fitted to properties was discussed. Miss Harrison asked for more information but agreed that the small units
involved should not be an issue.
Planning: The following applications had been previously reviewed by councillors and no objections had been raised.
Details are available on the SNC website
S/2015/1405/FUL (2 High Street, Lois Weedon (new build) variation of planning condition)
S/2015/1171/TPO (21 Weston Road, Lois Weedon – Oak tree pruning), S/2015/1418/TCA (Weston Hall, Tree Felling)
S/2015/1420/PA – (Request from Sulgrave Parish Council to consider) – Barn Conversion
It was also noted that the appeal had been dismissed for S/2014/2108/PA (barn conversion under permitted development).
Village Boundary Discussion – Review of outstanding requests and past decisions
Home Close, Lois Weedon – Mr S. Robbins (on behalf of W. Robinson & A Prestidge) had presented a proposal to move
the village boundary for the purpose of building 2 new properties.
At the May meeting, the councillors expressed the view that the decision as to how appropriate the actual development
was, within current planning rules, should lie with SNC planning department. The need for local support was noted and
Mr Robbins had been asked to canvas the immediate neighbours of the proposed development and present a survey to
the council at the July meeting. Mr Robbins gave a verbal report to the meeting. Having approached 14 neighbouring
households, he had 11 responses of which 2 were opposed and 9 had no objections. Cllr Raven explained that he had
also made similar enquiries and believed that the opposition to the moving of the boundary and the subsequent
development was stronger than Mr Robbins survey would suggest. There was further discussion during which the
councillors concluded that there was no justification to extend the village boundary and that there were other in-fill areas
that were more suited to further development. The council resolved that there was no case to move the boundary.
Land Adjacent to Armada House – Mr J. Mawle. This proposal was previously supported by the parish council. A
letter of objection had been received from Mr David Wilson on behalf of Mr Brian Wilson. The council reviewed the
letter but agreed NOT to change the original decision and would inform SNC of their continued support for this
proposal. A reply explaining the council’s position would be sent to Mr Wilson.
Finance: The income and expenditure budget and accounts to-date were reviewed and acknowledged to be on track.
The funds received under the New Homes Bonus will be tracked separately.
Payments were approved for Padman (Fencing), EON (street lighting), CGM (grass cutting), Clerk’s expenses and
Horticultural Society (Rent for Millennium Field).
Parish Special Constable recruitment campaign - The leaflets and other promotional material sent to the council by
the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office were reviewed and noted with interest. No further action was proposed.
Best Village Competition – The council send their congratulations to all that took part in representing the village when
the judges visited the village, helping us win runner-up award in the Small Village Class.
New Homes Bonus – A proposal to use part of this fund to acquire a replacement marquee for use by the community.
Hedge between Milthorpe and Middlethorpe – This is very overgrown. The owner on whose land the hedge is
growing will be asked cut it back.
Tree opposite 4 Middlethorpe – This appears to be damaging the footpath. Contact Street Doctor for possible remedy
The next meeting will be held at 8.00 p.m. on Monday 28th September, 2015 in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Paul Smith, Parish Clerk,
Tel: 01327 860626 (Email: wlwparishclerk@gmail.com)
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Summary of Village Organisations and Key Events (2015)
For such a small community, there is always a wealth of activity going on. I publish this list each year for the benefit of
newcomers to the Village (and those who have short memories). Let me know if I’ve forgotten anyone [Ed]
Parish Council. The elected representatives of our local government meet every two months in the Weston Community
Project to deal with any planning applications or local issues relating to the management of parish. There are 7
councillors and their proceedings are summarised in this Newsletter. Chairman: David Elkington (01327 860886);
Parish Church. Part of the Astwell Group of parishes along with Helmdon, Wappenham, Whitfield, Syresham and
Radstone. Rector: Carole Peters (01327 860798)
Weston Congregation of the Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship. The Weston Baptists are combined with Helmdon and
Towcester in the Tove Valley Fellowship. Contact Rosemary Gulliver (01295 760720)
The Plumpton Trust - An organisation devoted to the support and upkeep of Plumpton church.
Contact: William Sitwell (01327 860011)
Neighbourhood Watch. Coordinated by Mrs Peggie Clarke (01295 768133)
Voluntary Car Scheme. A group of volunteer drivers who take locals to various appointments by arrangement. The
costs are subsidised by donations, grants and local fund raising. Contact: Mrs Jenny Wilde (01327 860487)
May Day Committee. A group of volunteers from within the Village who organise and run the annual country fair
each May Day bank holiday. The funds from this event are shared out among village organisations, according to need.
If you would like to get involved, contact Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Weston and Weedon Drama Club. A group whose numbers vary with each successive production. Having started in
1998, they have successfully produced over 20 “theatrical events” including pantomime, comedy, drama and musicals.
Contact: Jonathan Carpenter (01295 768120)

Lois Weedon Flower Club. Meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the village hall. Meetings include
demonstrations and visits. New members are always welcome. Contact: Margaret Seckington (01295 760487)
Weston and Weedon Horticultural Society. The Society organise the annual flower and produce show in Lois
Weedon. Contact: John Archard-Jones (01295 760378)
Lois Weedon and Weston Women’s Institute. (W.I.) is a very active group, meeting on the first Wednesday of every
month with guest speaker and other special events. Contact: Peggie Clarke, President (01295 768133)
Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall. This amenity is central to both villages within the community and is used for
many of the events and provides facilities for many of the clubs and organisations within the Village. It is run by the
Village Hall Trustees whose Management Committee comprises members of the WI committee.
To book the hall for events, contact Administrator, Paul Smith (01327 860626).
Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club. Meets every 2nd Tuesday in the Village Hall to show a range of contemporary or
classic films. Contact: Jonathan Staples (01295 768908) or Trevor George (01295 768699)
St Loys Pre School is located in St Loys School. Contact: Nicky Carpenter for details (07876106582)
St Loys CE Primary School. A recently extended facility with a very popular and successful staff. Also Friends of St
Loys who run fund-raising events in support of the School. (For either organisations contact the School: 01327 860539)
Bell-Ringers. A keen bunch of ringers practice on Wednesdays and then perform Sunday mornings and on special
occasions and are always looking for new recruits. Contact: Dave & Joy Kirkham (01327 860372)
Village Newsletter. Produced once every two months and funded purely by donation. Printed copies delivered in
Weston, Lois Weedon and Plumpton. There is also a lengthy list of email recipients – typically living elsewhere, eager
to keep in touch. Contributions (written or financial) are always welcome. Contact: Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Bonfire Night – November 5th celebration with fireworks, hot dogs, hot soup …. And a big bonfire!!
Open Gardens – in the Summer, some of the most beautiful and prolific gardens are open for public view
Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – A regular event in December each year for women over 60 and men over 65
(partners are invited as well). Contact Ivor Jones for details (01327 860675)
Village Golf Society – A group of local enthusiasts whose regular excuse for being “unavailable” is that they are on a
“course”. Contact: Jonathan Carpenter (01295 768120)
The Wobblers – Local cyclists who meet twice a week outside the pub at Weston (Saturday 9:30am and Monday
6:00pm) and cycle for 1 to 2 hours. Everyone is welcome. (Group organiser: Rick Harkin)
Musical Concerts - are held regularly in the Village (Church, Village Hall, Weston Baptist Chapel and Weston Hall)
watch the Newsletter for details.
Crown Inn. Our local hostelry and B&B (01295 760310)
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Autumn Services at your Parish Church - St Mary & St Peter
Everyone is welcome at any or all of our service. When there is a “Beefice’ Service” you are invited to join us as we
worship in one of our sister churches in the Benefice. Lifts can be arranged to the other churches
As the Rector is away there are Benefice Services for the whole of September
Sunday Sept 6th

11am Benefice Communion for the Feast of the Blessed Virgin, at Wappenham
Followed by a bring and share feast

Sunday Sept 13th

11am Benefice Communion Syresham

Sunday Sept 20th

9.30am Matins- Lois Weedon
11am Benefice Communion Radstone

Sunday Sept 27th

11am Benefice Communion Lois Weedon

Sunday Oct 4

th

9.30am Family Service with Baptism of Nellie May

Sunday Oct 11th

6pm Harvest Songs of Praise followed by
Harvest Supper in the Village hall

Sunday Oct18th

9.30am Mattins
3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday Oct 25th

9.30am Parish Communion
Our church is also always open during the day for quiet prayer

Sunday Nov 1st

9.30am Communion for All Saints Day

Sunday Nov 8th

Remembrance Sunday
10.40am Service of Remembrance with wreath laying

Sunday Nov 15th

9.30am Mattins
3.30pm Messy Church

Sunday Nov 22nd

9.30 am Parish Communion for Christ the King

Sunday Nov 29th
Advent Sunday

Benefice Communion with the Blessing of the Parish Advent Wreaths
St Mary Magdalene Helmdon

Hello From Your Rector!
There is a definite chill in the air, in fact as I write this letter there is actually torrential rain pouring down outside my
window, so it seems only fitting to begin this letter with a plug for our Songs of Praise Harvest Festival which takes
place on Sunday 11th October at 6pm. Harvest is about giving thanks to God for all his good gifts around us and then
sharing them with others, so we are asking people to bring cans of food, dried goods and toiletries that we can bless and
send on to our local Food Banks in Brackley and Towcester.
Directly after our service of traditional Harvest hymns and readings, we will be holding our Harvest Supper in the
Village Hall. For more details or to book a table - contact Maralynn Hunter on 860597.
October 18th sees Messy Church back after its August break and after our successful July Pet Service, where I got to
bless a whole load of local dogs and a chicken!
Messy Church as ever is an afternoon of craft activities for all ages While Messy Church is geared especially towards
our younger worshippers, families are always welcome at any of our services and we would love to see you anytime!
Some of you may have noticed our new RAF ensign that has been flying over the church to mark the anniversary of the
Battle of Britain and we will be remembering those who lost their lives in the second and first world wars as well as
those from more recent conflicts at our Remembrance Sunday Service on November 8th
In November we will also be remembering those who were lost to us more recently as we hold our candlelit All Souls
Service - A Time to Remember. This takes place on Tuesday 3rd of November at 7pm and if you would like the
name of a loved one mentioned at this service do let me know or fill in the special forms that will be in Church.
As I said back In June, September sees a more Spartan service pattern while I am away getting married and on
honeymoon, but thanks again to everyone who has sent us congratulations and good wishes and see you all in October!
Finally, as always my prayers and blessing are sent out to everyone!
Reverend Carole
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The Rectory, The Green, Lois Weedon,NN12 8PN. (Tel) 01327 860798, (Email) carolepeters@aol.com

Join us for our new season at the village Film Club and another terrific line-up of films nominated by our
members. You're assured of a warm welcome, whatever the weather!
Annual membership remains amazing value at just £5, with fortnightly screenings from October to April.
Once you've joined, members can attend any of our event nights for just £2 admission and bring along a friend
(or two!) for a further £3 each. The club is open to anyone in Weston, Lois Weedon and the surrounding
villages.
Refreshments are provided and we add to the experience with special events like mulled wine & mince pies at
Christmas, DVD give-aways and a Summer Garden Party.
All films are screened at Lois Weedon Village Hall. Doors open at 7:30 for a 7:45 film start.
EVENT NIGHTS DIARY – October to December 2015
th

Tuesday October 6 : “The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel” (2015, comedy/drama, 2hr 02m, Cert PG)
As the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel has only a single remaining vacancy - posing a rooming predicament
for two fresh arrivals - Sonny pursues his expansionist dream of opening a second hotel.
Stars: Judi Dench, Maggie Smith, Bill Nighy. IMDb rating: 6.6, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 62%
th

Tuesday October 20 : “Saving Grace” (2000, comedy/crime, 1hr 33m, Cert 15)
A small-town English widow, facing financial troubles after her husband's suicide, turns to agriculture of
an illegal kind.
Stars: Brenda Blethyn, Craig Ferguson, Martin Clunes. IMDb rating: 6.9, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 63%
rd

Tuesday November 3 : “Rififi” (1955, crime/drama/thriller, 2hr 02m, Cert 12)
Four men plan a technically perfect crime, but the human element intervenes...
Stars: Jean Servais, Carl Möhner, Robert Manuel. IMDb rating: 8.2, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 93%
th

Tuesday November 17 : “The Imitation Game” (2014, biography/drama/thriller, 1hr 54m, Cert 12A)
During World War II, mathematician Alan Turing tries to crack the enigma code with help from fellow
mathematicians.
Stars: Benedict Cumberbatch, Keira Knightley. IMDb rating: 8.1, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 89%
st

Tuesday December 1 : “The Hundred-Foot Journey” (2014, comedy/drama, 2hr 02m, Cert PG)
The Kadam family leaves India for France where they open a restaurant directly across the road from
Madame Mallory's Michelin-starred eatery.
Stars: Helen Mirren, Om Puri. IMDb rating: 7.3, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 68%
th

Tuesday December 15 : “Cabaret” (1972, drama/musical, 2hr 04m, Cert X)
Join us for mulled wine and mince pies as we watch this multi award-winning musical smash hit. A female
girlie club entertainer in Weimar Republic era Berlin romances two men while the Nazi Party rises to
power around them.
Stars: Liza Minnelli, Michael York. IMDb rating: 7.9, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 97%

You can always check films and dates on our website: www.wlwfilmclub.co.uk
Trevor & Jonathan, Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club

5

Presents
A film show on Saturday November 7th at 2 pm in the village hall.
All proceeds donated to the RBL Wappenham & District Branch.

PROGRAM
Doors open at 2.0pm
The B17 “Memphis Belle”
William Wyler’s documentary. Colour (1944)

Intermission
Refreshments served.

Main Feature
“In Which We Serve” (1942)
Directed by Noel Coward, David Lean

Starring John Mills, Noel Coward

Tickets £6
Contact: Trevor George 01295 768699 Bob Devey 01327 860148
Wappenham Short Mat Bowls Club
Most Wappenham villagers will be aware of the Short Mat Bowls Club in Wappenham that meets every Thursday
afternoon from 2:00-4:00 in the Village Hall. For some time now we have struggled to recruit new members, which has
meant that, on occasions, there have been insufficient members attending to enable us to play.
We are now trying to recruit new members from outside Wappenham. We do have a couple who come from Towcester
and one lady from Greens Norton. Transport can be arranged if necessary.
Why not give it a try if you are free on Thursday afternoons? It's not the same as green bowls or bowls you might
have seen on TV.
When I was persuaded to try, I had no idea what it was all about but it's very easy to pick up and it's so
enjoyable. Each session costs £2 per member, which includes tea and biscuits. Just bring some indoor shoes, we
provide the bowls. It's suitable for all ages.
Please give me or Judy King a ring if you want to find out more about it, or just turn up, have a cup of tea and watch
before trying it out.
It's a great afternoon’s entertainment, so please give it a try.
Eliza Bond.
Judy King
01327 860240
01327 860449
6

Forthcoming Village Hall Events
Race Night – Friday October 16th

Tea Dance

Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall

Accompanist: Christine Limb
th

Wednesday September 30

A joint fundraiser for the Village Hall
and Lois Weedon Church

Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall

Tickets price £6, from:

From 3pm

Rachel Smith (01327 860626),

Cost: £5

7:00 for a 7:30 start

Contact: Judith Robbins on 07789 846313
or
Rachel Smith on 01327 860626

Entrance price includes supper
Bring your own drinks and glasses

Village Hall Annual Meeting

Lois Weedon & Weston WI

st

Wednesday 21 October 2015

Are holding an OPEN MEETING on

7:30 p.m. Lois Weedon Village Hall.

Wednesday, November 4th @ 7:30pm
When Carmela will be giving us a
Pudding Demonstration Session

The Village Hall Management committee is
responsible for day to day management, upkeep and
finance of the hall, which is a registered charity
provided for the benefit of the local community. As
a registered charity we are required to hold an open
meeting at least once per year. The meeting is open
to all local residents and we encourage you to come
along to hear what the committee has been doing, be
presented reports on the financial health of the hall
and to discuss ideas and plans for the future.

Tickets: £5,
to include a glass of wine or soft drink
and sampling of various puddings
There will also be a raffle
For further information or to book a ticket, please contact:
Rachel Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise, Lois Weedon (01327 860626)

WEA
In and Out of the Workhouse
Location: Baptist Chapel (formerly Weston Community Project). Course tutor: Liz Carter. Course Fee: £53.90
Start date: 30th September. Duration: 7 weeks, 2 hours each week, Wednesdays from 2:00pm
Course Aims: To investigate life inside the Union Workhouse and discover how Government legislation ad social
attitudes changed the treatment of the poor, elderly and sick
Liz Carter is an exceptional lecturer and we are extremely pleased that she has agreed to return to Weston to give a
series of talks looking into life and administration of workhouses from 1834 and how life has changed for the poor, sick
and elderly up to the present day. This is an important and interesting part of the social history of our country and
hopefully the course will include a visit to a workhouse enabling us to see what life was like in those far off days.

Grazing
Three acres of prime grazing in Weston available for rent.
Securely fenced with water included.
Please contact David Clarke on 01295 768133 or 07831 398974
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Weston and Lois Weedon Drama Group
invite you to

An Evening of Drama
in
Lois Weedon Village Hall
Saturday September 19th at 7.30pm
Armed with a glass of wine and some refreshments you can enjoy an
informal evening of short plays and monologues, have a chance to look at
our back catalogue of plays and pantomimes and talk to the backstage
crew about sound, lights, costume and makeup.
This might even encourage you to join our group, as an actor or back
stage helper – we are always looking for new members.
Come and see what we get up to and what fun we have putting on our
productions – and if you haven’t seen us before come along and find out
what it is all about.

Tickets FREE (but please register to book your seat)
Free Bar and Refreshments
For registration contact:
Jenni Liversidge on 01327 860039
or
jonathan.carpenter@berrybros.com
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