Lois Weedon and Weston Newsletter
September/October 2018 – Autumn Edition
From the Editor
We are well into September and Autumn approaches. The weather has been unpredictable, but at least we haven’t had
any hurricanes (touch wood) yet.
Lots of events coming up too: Murder Drama, Harvest Supper, MacMillan Coffee Morning, Race Night new season for
the Film Club and Bonfire Night
Greetings and welcome to all our new residents. There is a summary of Village Organisations on page 3. Feel free to
get involved with any of the local activities, once you’ve settled in.
The next and final edition of this year’s newsletters will be in November 2018 and all material for that edition should be
given to me by Sunday, 28th October 2018. Please note that this will be the final edition of 2018 so any notices for
Christmas events etc. should be included in this one.
Paul Smith, 8 Vicarage Rise (01327-860626) (Email: loisweedonpaul@gmail.com )

Dates for your Diary
(For details of some events - see inside the newsletter)
Fri. & Sat., Sep 14/15

Weston & Lois Weedon Drama Group – “Murder in Priorswell Hall” – Details on page 5

Fri., Sept 28

Coffee Mornng in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, 10am-12, in the Weston Community Centre . Details below

Tue., Oct 2

Film Club – Winter Programme starts. Full details on page 5

Sat., Oct 6

Village Harvest Supper organised by Lois Weedon & Weston WI to be held in the Village Hall – details on page 6

Fri., Oct 12

Horse Race Night in the Village Hall in aid of the Village Hall & Friends of Lois Weedon Church – details on

Thu.,.Oct 31

Village Hall Annual Meeting; 7:30pm in Lois Weedon Village Hall – All welcome – see details on Page 10

Mon., Nov 5

Bonfire and Fireworks – 6:00pm In the field just opposite Middlethorpe, Lois Weedon

Sat., Nov 10

Film Club : Saturday Matinee: “Journey’s End” in aid of the Royal British Legion

Sat., Dec 8

Village Hall Christmas Market and Hamper Raffle – Refreshments and craft stalls from 9-12. Details in next edition.

Macmillan Coffee Morning
We are holding a coffee morning to help raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support and you are invited. Come for a
nibble and a natter, with coffee, cakes and competitions.
When: Friday 28th September, from 9:00am till 12pm Where: Weston Baptists Chapel
Over the years I have raised £5,666 for Macmillan and it would be nice to raise a bit more for such a worthy cause.
Thank you and see you on the 28th.
Jenni Liversidge
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Parish Council News
Edited notes from the Parish Council meeting held on July 30th 2018 in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Detailed minutes are published in full and posted on the Parish notice boards (on each bus shelter) and on the Village
Website. They are also available from the Clerk to the Council
Present at the meeting were 3 Councillors, the Clerk and 2 members of the public. The meeting was chaired by
Councillor P. Smith.
Cost of Churchyard Mowing: Mrs. Terry Tyler, as Church Treasurer, was invited to address the meeting, and asked
for the Parish Council’s help with the costs of mowing the main graveyard. It was explained that the current year’s
budget was insufficient to help out this year but the Council agreed to consider if it can help in the next financial year
when it prepares its budget and precept submission for 2019/20. This is normally submitted in January 2019 for
expenditure from April 2019. Mrs Tyler agreed to work out the expected cost for the required mowing.
It was also noted that regular maintenance costs cannot be claimed from the New Homes Bonus, but it was suggested
that this might be eligible for future essential tree work in the graveyard, as a one-off project to benefit the community.
Planning and Licensing Matters. Application S/2018/1484/FUL – Spiers Meadow. The Council objected to the
retrospective application to site a caravan on the property. The council raised no objections to applications
S/2018/1569/FUL and S/2018/1570/LBC – Barn conversion, The Manor House, Plumpton. Further investigation was
requested on the extension to the rear of 1 Kettle End, Weedon Lois to check if this qualifies as permitted development.
Further correspondence with the owner of 1 Middlethorpe, Weedon Lois is needed regarding the driveway.
Finance Matters: The accounts and budget for 2018/19 were presented and approved. Projects funded so far from New
Homes Bonus funds are the website, fencing around the Millennium Field, new picnic tables on the Millennium Field,
the new marquee and the up-grade of the Village Hall kitchen. This is funding beyond the normal Parish Council
budget and there is amount still available for community projects.
Payments were authorised for CGM.( Playing field and graveyard mowing), E.on. Electricity supply and maintenance,
Neighbourhood Watch 2018/19 subscription, Clerk’s salary, tax and expenses and BHIB. 2018/19 insurance premium.
Correspondence was noted from CPRE regarding membership; NCALC regarding the proposed Northamptonshire
local government reorganisation; North Oxon and South Northants Citizens Advice Bureau requesting a donation.
(The possibility of a donation will be reviewed at the end of this financial year, if funds are available)
Defibrillators: Two defibrillators and associated equipment have been delivered. AJR Electrical was selected to install
the defibrillator at the Village Hall as soon as possible, and the unit at the Baptist Chapel as soon as possible after that.
The cost of installation at the Village Hall (£322.00 including emergency lighting, net of VAT) will be covered by the
grant received by the Village Hall with support from the Parish Council. The same cost for installation at the Baptist
Chapel will be paid partly from the grant and partly by the Parish Council. Arrangements for training will be made.
Parish Assets Maintenance: Four benches in the Parish need re-painting. Cllr. Hillman gallantly offered her services
(and those of her husband) to undertake this work over the next few months. The Clerk will investigate how to arrange
the necessary maintenance work on the Parish’s newly-adopted telephone box outside the Village Hall.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Edited notes from the Parish Council extraordinary meeting held on August 9th 2018 in the Baptist Chapel, Weston.
Present at the meeting were 7 Councillors and the Clerk. This meeting was called to review planning applications.
Application S/2018/1703/FUL and 1704/LBC – The Crown Inn, Weston
Change of use and alterations (internal and external) of premises described as a function room to a private dwelling
Council unanimously agreed to object to the application.
Application S/2018/1760/FUL – Pear Tree Cottage, Helmdon Road, Weston - New single storey garden store
The Council raised no objections to application
1, Kettle End, Weedon Lois. SNC will send a Planning Officer to check the extension for compliance with
regulations.
1, Middlethorpe, Weedon Lois. The owners have been informed about local concerns about the access that has been
created to a parking area in front of the house. The Council will confirm its strong recommendation that official
permission should be obtained and an access created which complies with regulations.
Date and time of next full meeting: Monday 24th September, 2018 at 8:00pm in the Baptist Chapel, Weston
Ken Power, Parish Clerk,
Tel: 01327 860054 (E-mail: wlwparishclerk@outlook.com)
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Summary of Village Organisations and Key Events (2018)
For such a small community, there is always a wealth of activity going on. I publish this list each year for the benefit of newcomers
to the Village (and those who have short memories). Let me know if I’ve forgotten anyone [Ed]
Parish Council. The elected representatives of our local government meet every two months in the Weston Community Project to
deal with any planning applications or local issues relating to the management of parish. There are 7 councillors and their
proceedings are summarised in this Newsletter. Chairman: David Elkington (01327 860886); Clerk: Ken Power (01327 860054)
Parish Website: Up to date source of all Village Information. www.westonandweedonloispc.org.uk . Webmaster: Frank Hunter
Parish Church. Part of the Astwell Group of parishes along with Helmdon, Wappenham, Whitfield, Syresham and Radstone.
Church Warden: Frank Hunter (01327 860597)
Friends of Lois Weedon Church. An organisation devoted to the support and upkeep of the local church.
Contact: Lady Sue Greenaway, Chairman. (01327 860472)
Weston Congregation of the Tove Valley Baptist Fellowship. The Weston Baptists are combined with Helmdon and Towcester
in the Tove Valley Fellowship. Contact Rosemary Gulliver (01295 760720). See http://beta.tvbf.co.uk/whats-on/weston-activities
for “What’s On” at the Weston Chapel
The Plumpton Trust - An organisation devoted to the support and upkeep of Plumpton church.
Contact: William Sitwell (01327 860011)
Neighbourhood Watch. Coordinated by Colin Atkins (01295 768769)
Voluntary Car Scheme. A group of volunteer drivers who take locals to various appointments by arrangement.
The costs are subsidised by donations, grants and local fund raising. Contact: Mrs Jenny Wilde (01327 860487)
May Day Committee. A group of volunteers from within the Village who organise and run the annual country fair each May Day
Bank Holiday. The funds from this event are shared out among village organisations, according to need. If you would like to get
involved, contact Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Weston and Weedon Drama Club. A group whose numbers vary with each successive production. Having started in 1998, they
have successfully produced nearly 40 “theatrical events” including pantomime, comedy, drama and musicals.
Contact: Jonathan Carpenter (01295 768120). www.wlwdrama.co.uk
Lois Weedon Flower Club. Meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the village hall. Meetings include demonstrations and
visits. New members are always welcome. Contact: Margaret Seckington (01295 760487)
Weston and Weedon Horticultural Society. The Society organise the annual flower and produce show in Lois Weedon,. Details
of show in Summer Newsletter – for other events see diary. Contact: Graham Ellis (01295 768570)
Lois Weedon and Weston Women’s Institute. (W.I.) is a very active group, meeting on the first Wednesday of every month with
guest speaker and other special events. Contact: Peggie Clarke, President (01295 768133)
Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall. This amenity is central to both villages within the community and is used for many of the
events and providing facilities for many of the clubs and organisations within the Village. It is run by Village Hall Trustees whose
Management Committee comprises members of the WI committee. Bookings contact Administrator, Paul Smith (01327 860626).
Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club. Meets every 2nd Tuesday in the Village Hall to show a range of contemporary or classic films.
Contact: Jonathan Staples (01295 768908) or Trevor George (01295 768699)
St Loys Pre School is located in St Loys School. Contact: Nicky Carpenter for details (07876106582)
St Loys CE Primary School. A recently extended facility with a very popular and successful staff. Also Friends of St Loys who
run fund-raising events in support of the School. (For either organisations contact the School: 01327 860539)
Bell-Ringers. A keen bunch of ringers practice on Wednesdays and then perform Sunday mornings and on special occasions and
are always looking for new recruits. Contact: Dave & Joy Kirkham (01327 860372)
Village Newsletter. Produced once every two months and funded purely by donation. Printed copies delivered in Weston, Lois
Weedon and Plumpton. There is also a lengthy list of email recipients – typically living elsewhere, eager to keep in touch.
Contributions (written or financial) are always welcome. Contact: Paul Smith (01327 860626)
Bonfire Night – November 5th celebration with fireworks, hot dogs, hot soup and a big bonfire! (Always on Nov 5, it’s the law.)
Open Gardens – in the Summer, some of the most beautiful and prolific gardens are open for public view
Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch – A regular event in December each year for women over 60 and men over 65 (partners are
invited as well). Contact Ivor Jones for details (01327 860675)
Tove Valley Superfast Broadband – Community Broadband system, installed and supported by local volunteers and serving the
villages of Abthorpe, Bradden, Slapton, Wappenham, Lois Weedon, Weston, parts of Helmdon and gradually extending to other
communities. For details on how to register, check website www.tovevalley.com
WEA - information about courses contact Secretary: Mrs Peggie Clarke (Tel.01295 768133, Email. Peggieclarke26@gmail.com)
Weston & Lois Weedon Wine Club - Meet in the Baptist Chapel on the second Thursday of the month at 8pm (except August).
Contact Derek Boughton for details, 01327 860006 (No prior experience required!!)
Crown Inn. Our local hostelry and B&B (01295 760310)
Village Marquee: The Parish Council recently purchased a large (6m x 12m) marquee for the use by the community. This was part
funded by a grant from South Northants Council and is available for hire by individuals or organisations. Contact Frank &
Maralynn Hunter, 01327 860597 for details.
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'From the Churchwarden'
As you will all know Reverend Carole will be leaving us after September 23rd. Her final leaving Communion service
will be at 10.30 at Helmdon Church on the 23rd followed by food and refreshments. I hope that there will be many
well-wishers present to wish her success in her new post and give thanks for her ministry in the Benefice over the last 5
years. She will be holding her last Service in Lois Weedon this Sunday the 16th of September at 9.30 which will give
those who cannot attend the Helmdon service a chance to say goodbye.
We will be entering an Inter Regnum period until we can secure the services of a new priest for the Benefice. The same
pattern of Services will continue to be held with the assistance of visiting priests and Lay Leaders as at present. For
Lois Weedon this will involve, apart from once in 4/5 months when the Service will be at Lois Weedon, travelling to
other churches for a 10.30 Communion on the first Sunday of the month with Matin's being held at 9.30 on the 2nd,
Communion on the 3rd at 9.30 and Evensong on the 4th at 6.00. Where there is a 5th Sunday there will be a prayers and
Praise service at 9.30. This month will have a 5th Sunday. Please check the Church's page on the website or the Church
notice board for details of locations and confirmation that we are able to follow this schedule.
Frank Hunter
Churchwarden

Village Hall 100 Club Lottery
Recent Winners of Village Hall ‘100 Club’ Lottery
July 2018
John Busby
Paul Smith
Penny Spademan

15
100
89

August 2018
Trevor King
Graham & Linda Jardine
Elsie Hatton

September 2018
Giles Feilding
Pam Palmer
Carolie Raven

61
95
19

72
77
39

Forthcoming Village Hall Events
Village Hall Annual Meeting

Race Night – Friday October 12th

Thursday 31st October 2018

Lois Weedon & Weston Village Hall

7:30 p.m. Lois Weedon Village Hall.

A fundraiser for the Village Hall
and Friends of Lois Weedon Church

The Village Hall Management committee is
responsible for day to day management, upkeep and
finance of the hall, which is a registered charity
provided for the benefit of the local community. As
a registered charity we are required to hold an open
meeting at least once per year. The meeting is open
to all local residents and we encourage you to come
along to hear what the committee has been doing,
receive reports on the financial health of the hall and
to discuss ideas and plans for the future.

Tickets price £6, from:
Rachel Smith (01327 860626),
rachel.k.smith4@gmail.com

7:00 for a 7:30 start
Entrance price includes supper
Bring your own drinks and glasses

What Happens At Race Night
Just a reminder if you’ve not been to one of these events before. There will be 8 (video) races and in each race there are
8 Horses. Before the beginning of each race there will be an auction where you can bid to be the owner of one of the
horses. Once al the horses have been “sold”, then you can place bets (£1) on whichever horse you think will win. Once
all the bets are placed, the race starts. The owner of the winning horse gets a pay-out (usually quite noticeable) and
anyone who bet on the winning horse gets a pay-out. And of course we have highly skilled “turf accountants” running
the tote so it is all above board.
Halfway through the evening we’ll pause for supper (and a raffle) and then back on with the next race
Now each of the races is sponsored by some of our local businesses – Sponsorship costs £30 and includes 2 free tickets.
Sponsors are promoted in the programme and get to name all 8 horses in that race. Often groups of friends and family
get together and book a table of 8.
Contact Rachel Smith (01327 860626) or Diane Hunt (01327 350714) if you would like to sponsor a race or book a
table or donate a raffle prize.
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It's curtain up on another season with the village Film Club and a cracking line-up of films, all nominated by our
members. In ten years, we've remained immune to inflation! It's just £5 to join the Club each year and watch your first
film, £2 admission thereafter. You're welcome to bring along a friend for a further £3 each. The club is open to anyone
in Weston, Lois Weedon and the surrounding villages
This season we're excited to include two bonus events – Saturday matinee screenings. As well as our regular
th
Remembrance film in aid of the Royal British Legion (Nov 10 ), there's also an opportunity to re-visit the magic of
th
comedy legends Laurel & Hardy (Nov 24 ) – details below.
All films are screened at Lois Weedon Village Hall. Doors open on our regular Tuesday evening events at 7.30 for a
7.45 film start and our season runs from October to March.

EVENTS DIARY – October to December 2018
nd

Tue Oct 2 : “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri” (2017, comedy/crime/drama 1hr 55m, Cert 15)
A mother personally challenges the local authorities to solve her daughter's murder when they fail to catch the culprit.
*Contains strong language

Stars: Frances McDormand, Woody Harrelson. IMDb rating: 8.2, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 92%
th

Tue Oct 16 : “Brooklyn” (2015, drama/romance, 1hr 57m, Cert 12A)
An Irish immigrant lands in 1950s Brooklyn, where she quickly falls into a romance with a local. When her past catches
up with her, however, she must choose between two countries and the lives that exist within.
Stars: Saoirse Ronan, Emory Cohen, Domhnall Gleeson. IMDb rating: 7.5, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 97%
th

Tue Oct 30 : “The Death of Stalin” (2017, comedy/history, 1hr 47m, Cert 15)
In early-1953 Moscow, Joseph Stalin collapses unexpectedly of a brain haemorrhage. When his body is discovered the
following morning, senior ministers scramble to maintain order and, ultimately, take power.
Stars: Steve Buscemi, Simon Russell Beale. IMDb rating: 6.6, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 96%
BONUS EVENT: MATINEE SCREENING – in aid of the Royal British Legion
th
Saturday November 10 - Doors open 2pm: “Journey's End” (2017, drama/war, 1hr 47m, Cert 12A)
Set in a dugout in Aisne in 1918, it is the story of a group of British officers, led by the mentally disintegrating young
officer Stanhope, as they await their fate.
Stars: Paul Bettany, Sam Claflin, Stephen Graham. IMDb rating: 6.6, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 93%
th

Tue Nov 13 : “Sully: Miracle on the Hudson” (2016, biography/drama, 1hr 36m, Cert PG)
The story of Chesley Sullenberger, an American pilot who became a hero after landing his damaged plane on the
Hudson River in order to save the flight's passengers and crew.
Stars: Tom Hanks, Aaron Eckhart, Laura Linney. IMDb rating: 7.5, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 86%
BONUS EVENT: MATINEE SCREENING – an afternoon in the company of Laurel & Hardy
th
Saturday November 24 - Doors open 2pm
Join us for a special programme of films, including a unique documentary insight into cinema's comedy legends, Laurel
& Hardy.
th

Tue Nov 27 : “The Book of Henry” (2017, crime/drama/thriller, 1hr 45m, Cert 12A)
With instructions from her genius son's carefully crafted notebook, a single mother sets out to rescue a young girl from
the hands of her abusive stepfather.
Stars: Naomi Watts, Jaeden Lieberher, Jacob Tremblay. IMDb rating: 6.6, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 63%
th

Tue Dec 11 : “Finding Your Feet” (2017, comedy/drama/music, 1hr 51m, Cert 12A)
On the eve of retirement, a middle class, judgemental snob discovers her husband has been having an affair with her
best friend and is forced into exile with her bohemian sister on an impoverished council estate.
Stars: Imelda Staunton, Celia Imrie, Timothy Spall. IMDb rating: 6.6, Rotten Tomatoes rating: 70%

You can always check films and dates on our website: www.wlwfilmclub.co.uk
Trevor & Jonathan, Weston & Lois Weedon Film Club
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Thank You
Alastair Taylor, who fitted the new kitchen in the Village Hall, would like to express his grateful thanks to
Heather Hanson, a Physiotherapist, who used her skill and machines to get him physically fit enough in three
days to carry out the works as planned after he had broken 3 ribs in a fall last January. Massive thanks
Heather, the kitchen would not have been completed on time without you!
Sue Taylor
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WESTON BRANCH OF THE WEA
For a number of years a series of courses have taken place in the Weston Community Project.
The courses have covered a great many subjects including, Astronomy, weather patterns, historical events, the Wars of
the Roses, famous women explorers and artists, architecture throughout the ages, famous gardens and gardeners as well
as classical music and composers, also famous musicals past and present. There are very few subjects which we have
not found a lecturer for!
The lecturers used by the WEA are professional and passionate about their subject. Sometimes they have to travel long
distances and we have been fortunate in being able to come to an agreement with Towcester WEA to share a lecturer as
they have their courses on the same day as us.
This arrangement has made it possible for Adam Smith. from Tring, in Hertfordshire, to come for over a period of seven
weeks to talk about the decline of the English Country House in the 20th Century. The Course will show how many
country houses went through a period of decline in the 20th Century which resulted in the destruction of many whilst
others survived as visitor attraction and education institutions etc.
The Course takes place in The Weston Community Project, 26 High Street, Weston.
Starting date - 03/10/18 - 2pm - 4pm for 7 sessions. There will be a break for half term. Fee £53.90
If you should need any more information about the course please get in touch with the Secretary:
Mrs Peggie Clarke. Tel.01295768133 Email. Peggieclarke26@gmail.com

Autumn at Canons Ashby
The leaves are changing at Canons Ashby, there are apples dripping from the trees and the Virginia Creeper on the side
of the house is turning a beautiful blazing red.
After a busy summer of thousands of visitors it’s much quieter on site, but the staff and volunteers are still very busy
behind the scenes. The house team will be taking on tasks like polishing the silver items and carefully cleaning all the
textiles. You would be amazed how much dust gets stuck to tapestries and furniture when there are so many people
walking around the house.
In the gardens and grounds there is plenty to do, as well as the harvesting, pruning and normal upkeep you might when
visiting. They garden team are hedge-laying, maintaining trees, preparing planting for next year, replanting finished
beds and much more. At this time of year people often notice the fruit left on and under the fruit trees. This provides
plenty of food for the wildlife that lives around here: early on a cold winter morning these trees are covered in hungry
birds enjoying the apples and pears.
What’s on?
We have plenty of events and activities listed on our website. Here are just a couple of highlights.
On 29-30 September we are celebrating Apple Harvest Weekend. There will be apple tasting, apple pressing, many
varieties available to take home for a donation, Morris dancers, a few sellers, and kids activities. Find out more on the
website https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby/features/celebrate-harvest-at-canons-ashby
From 6 - 31 October we have a Pumpkin Trail for families to enjoy– it’s great for getting the kids outdoors and doing
something interesting. Why not dress up for Halloween and come and join in?
On Saturday 6 October we are hosting our first concert Opera, Maria Stuarda performed in English translation by
OperaUpClose in our medieval church. Visit our website for information and to book tickets.
Information about visiting, our history, work and projects, and upcoming events can all be found on our website
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/canons-ashby
You can follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram at @CanonsAshbyNT
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